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Support 
Wyoming 
Pathways!

Become a
Member or

Partner Now!

Dear {{FirstName,DefaultTo=Supporter}},

Here are some of the recent pathways related stories from around the
state that we thought you might find interesting:

Public Trail Meeting: The Pole Mountain Trail Charrette takes place
in Laramie on August 12th.  Trail user groups, advocates and
citizens are encouraged to attend.  Read the Charrette articles
below or learn more and support the event here.

Pole Mountain Trail Charrette:

Help Support the Pole Mountain Trail Charrette

 

 

 

Pole Mountain Trail Charrette - A Public Trail System Discussion

What: A Collaborative Discussion and Assessment

Wyoming Pathways, in conjunction with Laramie BikeNet, the Medicine Bow Nordic
 Association, and the UW Ruckelshaus institute will organize a public trail planning charrette for
nonmotorized trails in the Pole Mountain area on the Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest. A
charrette is an intensive planning session, where people collaborate on a shared vision. It
provides a forum for ideas and offers the unique advantage of giving immediate feedback. More
importantly, it allows everyone who  participates to be a mutual author of the plan.

Read the full article and make a donation on the Wyoming Pathways
website: http://www.wyopath.org/pole-mountain-trail-charrette-friday-august-12th-laramie-wy/

Laramie riders to brainstorm on Pole Mountain trails

Someday, Jessica Flock would love to ride her bike
the nine miles from Laramie to Pole Mountain’s Happy
Jack area without having to use Interstate 80. The co-
owner of Laramie’s Pedal House dreams of a pathway
to a recreation area that’s known for its winter skiing
and summer biking.

The Pole Mountain trails are mostly maintained by
volunteers, like herself. The work is worth the effort,

http://www.wyopath.org/our-work/pathways-projects/pole-mountain-trail-charrette-medicine-bow-trail-planning/
http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
http://www.wyopath.org/pole-mountain-trail-charrette-friday-august-12th-laramie-wy/
http://www.wyopath.org/pole-mountain-trail-charrette-friday-august-12th-laramie-wy/
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she said. She loves riding through the pine and aspen forests.

“It’s a superhighway, flowy and fast, hard-packed,” Flock said of the trails.

The area is popular with Nordic skiers, bikers, horseback riders and hikers from Laramie and
Cheyenne. Yet as the Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest creates its travel management plan,
these users have been ignored as the forest devotes its resources to motorized travel planning,
said Tim Young, director of Wyoming Pathways. It’s not just that the agency isn’t planning a
connecting pathway, they aren’t planning anything at all for non-motorized recreation, he said.

Read the full article on the Wyofile website: http://www.wyofile.com/column/laramie-riders-
brainstorm-pole-mountain-trails/

BLM Public Comment Period for Red Grade Trails is OPEN until August 19th

Please help our friends at the Sheridan Community Land Trust - comment today in support of
the Red Grade Trails project:

This request for public comment was released at
7:00am Tuesday, July 19:

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Buffalo Field
Office (BFO) would like to inform you of a 30-day
public comment period in which you may have
interest. We are asking the public to provide
comments on the recently released Environmental
Analysis (EA) regarding the issuance of a right-of-way
for the Red Grade Trail System. The document is
available for review at: http://bit.ly/29Aga0B.

The project would provide non-motorized recreation trails on the BLM-administered Red Grade
Parcel, and would improve public health and safety along Red Grade Road. The Sheridan
Community Land Trust (SCLT) sent a formal proposal for a right-of-way (ROW) for the Red
Grade Trail Project to the BFO in October of 2014. The State of Wyoming has granted SCLT a
Special Use Lease for a 25-year term for the portion of the trails system that is located on State
lands. Should the authorization be granted, Sheridan County would hold the ROW; the two
parties would manage the trail system per a Memorandum of Understanding.

Read the full article on the Wyoming Pathways website: http://www.wyopath.org/blm-public-
comment-period-red-grade-trails-open/

To Comment on this issue:  Written comments should be submitted by August 19, 2016 and
addressed to: Red Grade Trail System Environmental Analysis; Attention: Tom Bills, Planning
and Environmental Coordinator; 1425 Fort St., Buffalo, WY 82834. Comments or questions may
also be sent by facsimile to 3076841122; or sent electronically to: buffalo_wymail@blm.gov.

BLM seeks to save mountain bike area from mining

You can still stake a claim on Bureau of Land Management land in Wyoming, just like in the
days of the Gold Rush. Under the mining law of 1872, you can dig for gold and other precious
minerals, even if the site is next to a popular mountain biking trail. That’s unless the area has
been specifically protected.

http://www.wyofile.com/column/laramie-riders-brainstorm-pole-mountain-trails/
http://bit.ly/29Aga0B
http://www.wyopath.org/blm-public-comment-period-red-grade-trails-open/
mailto:buffalo_wymail@blm.gov
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Johnny Behind the Rocks, a popular mountain biking
area in Fremont County, is one of those  areas the
Lander BLM office thinks should be protected.
Officials want to make sure no one tries to mine for
uranium or bentonite or any other minerals there.

Kristin Yannone, BLM planning and environmental
coordinator, has led the effort to withdraw about 5,000
acres of public land from attempts to mine for gold,
gypsum, and other minerals. It’s not an unusual action
in Wyoming. Many sites along historic trails in Wyoming are protected, and about 40,000 acres
of bighorn sheep habitat near Dubois can’t be mined. Nationally, actions are underway to
protect sage grouse focal areas from mining on BLM lands.

Read the full article on the Wyofile website: http://www.wyofile.com/column/blm-seeks-save-
mountain-bike-area-mining/

To Comment on this issue: The public comment period on the proposal ends in September.
Comments can be given at the public meeting, or by email to kyannone@blm.gov — include
“JBR Mineral Withdrawal” in the subject line. Comments may also be mailed to BLM-Lander
Field Office, ATTN: Kristin Yannone, 1335 Main Street, Lander, WY, 82520.

Economic Impacts of Mountain Biking Tourism - 2016 Update

This article is a collection of literature (both academic
and non-academic) having some connection to
economic impacts of mountain-biking. In this article I
attempt to analyze the literature and abstract data to
the extent practical, to allow for some very rough,
comparative analysis between regions, countries and
times. There are no standardized baselines for
comparison, so I used my own judgment to come up
with categories that would hopefully make sense.

These articles, the analysis within and the methodology employed are rough and ready.
Criticism and input are welcome. I’ve been told that the information has been useful for trail
advocates and for tourism organizations – which I expected. Much to my surprise, I’ve also
been told that movie makers, photographers, grant-writers, government organizations and other
research houses have also found the data useful so that has been particularly gratifying. This
collection of information was publicly sourced; its collection and any analysis are donated freely
to the community to use. If you could cite the source I would be grateful.

The genesis of this article was a wish to encourage a positive image for the sport by compiling
and publishing research to inform and support mountain biking. I found diverse studies focusing
on different areas, but no coherent picture and that led to the first article describing the
economic impacts of mountain biking tourism published on Pinkbike in 2014. This 2014 article
canvassed studies from 2010 onwards. Even then the sea change in attitudes towards mountain
biking was apparent. At least in BC we are now seen as an affluent, positive outdoors
demographic; visages of smiling happy clean bikers are used in real-estate marketing, in
general tourism ads and in lifestyle tech-company promotions.

http://www.wyofile.com/column/blm-seeks-save-mountain-bike-area-mining/
mailto:kyannone@blm.gov
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Read the full article on the Pinkbike website: http://www.pinkbike.com/news/economic-
impacts-of-mountain-bike-tourism-2016-update.html

Trail crew program will help out vets

UW students can ‘reset’ while learning outdoor skills

A new program aimed at giving military veterans at the
University of Wyoming a chance to “reset” their lives
will also give a makeover to trails on public lands in
the state.

The Wyoming Veterans Trail Crew (WyVTC) is slated to
begin in 2017 as part of the Wyoming Conservation
Corps (WCC), which is housed at the University of
Wyoming.

In partnership with Wyoming State Parks and Cultural
Resources, and Serve Wyoming, WCC has developed funding to create the WyVTC along with
four other crews. Gov. Matt Mead last week announced the funding. WCC functions through
partnerships with several entities in Wyoming.

During the veterans’ service in the program, crews will travel throughout Wyoming, working on
trail design, construction and maintenance. Work will include flagging new trails, digging in trail
tread, constructing stone staircases, building turns for mountain bike trails, constructing bridges
and using chainsaws to remove hazard trees from the trail. Crew members will be required to
commit 900 hours of service on Wyoming’s public lands.

Read the full article on the Wyoming Business Report
website: http://wyomingbusinessreport.com/trail-crew-program-will-help-out-vets/

Albany County Commission moves forward with trail project, aquifer protection plan
review

By NURIA MATHOG 

A proposed multi-use trail project and a review of
the Casper Aquifer Protection Plan are both moving
forward, following approval Tuesday from the Albany
County Commission.

Local cycling group Laramie BikeNet intends to transform a square-mile of land east of Jacoby
Golf Course into a system of well-maintained trails. On Tuesday, commissioners approved an
agreement with BikeNet and a special use lease application that, if approved by the Wyoming
Board of Land Commissioners, would allow the land to be used recreationally.

Assistant County Planner Susan Adler said Warren Livestock, which owns grazing rights to the
land, was contacted and was supportive of the project.

“Laramie BikeNet and their partners will design, build and maintain the trails and any associated
signage or parking facilities,” she said.

Read the full article on the Laramie Boomerang
website: http://www.laramieboomerang.com/news/local_news/county-commission-moves-

http://www.pinkbike.com/news/economic-impacts-of-mountain-bike-tourism-2016-update.html
http://wyomingbusinessreport.com/trail-crew-program-will-help-out-vets/
http://www.laramieboomerang.com/news/local_news/county-commission-moves-forward-with-trail-project-aquifer-protection-plan/article_40ad5020-59fb-11e6-a8bf-3b0d1a0294bc.html
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forward-with-trail-project-aquifer-protection-plan/article_40ad5020-59fb-11e6-a8bf-
3b0d1a0294bc.html

Laramie Enduro Wrap-up 

The Laramie Enduro, Wyoming’s premier
endurance MTB race, took place this past
Saturday, August 6th.  This world famous
event drew a strong group of racers and
energetic spectators and despite a bit of rain
during the event, everyone there enjoyed a
great day of racing.  A large contingent of volunteers from the Laramie community and around
the region helped to make the race a success.

After the race, racers, spectators and volunteers alike enjoyed a great after-race party at the
finish area, with live music, tasty food (including the nearly legendary grilled-cheese
sandwiches) and New Belgium beer.
 
The overall winner of the race was John Hennings, who overcame a flat during his race to finish
in under 5 hours over the 111K (72mile) course.  This was a fitting result, as Hennings was
leading the race the prior year when a flat cost him his substantial lead and a podium finish (see
the Laramie Boomerang article below).

Read more and see the full results on the Laramie Enduro website: https://laramieenduro.org/

Mountain biker aiming for top of the Enduro podium

By EVE NEWMAN

Sixty-five miles into the 70-mile Laramie Enduro mountain
bike race in 2015, John Hennings had a lead of several
minutes on the closest rider.

He had gone out hard to begin the 2015 race and stayed with
the lead pack as it set a quick pace.

“I knew I was definitely in shape to have one of my better
times, and that was my goal,” the Laramie cyclist said.

As riders dropped off one by one, Hennings found himself
riding with Longmont, Colorado, cyclist Thomas Spannring.
After the first 20 miles, the race course took the pair onto the
familiar single-track of the Happy Jack Recreation Area, where
Hennings decided to make a move.

“I went as hard as I could and never looked back,” he said. “I
was able to open up a good gap.”

For more than 40 miles, Hennings rode with the lead in a race
that’s never been won by a rider from Laramie. At about 65 miles in, a climb up Headquarters
Trail was the last major obstacle, and Hennings felt relief as he reached the top.

Read the full article on the Laramie Boomerang
website: http://www.laramieboomerang.com/news/local_news/mountain-biker-aiming-for-top-

http://www.laramieboomerang.com/news/local_news/county-commission-moves-forward-with-trail-project-aquifer-protection-plan/article_40ad5020-59fb-11e6-a8bf-3b0d1a0294bc.html
https://laramieenduro.org/
http://www.laramieboomerang.com/news/local_news/mountain-biker-aiming-for-top-of-the-enduro-podium/article_3980ed12-56da-11e6-904f-83939221523e.html
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Wyoming Bike MS to Take Place August 13th - 14th in Sheridan

In a couple of weeks, close to 300 cyclists will
converge on Sheridan and the surrounding area for
Bike MS: Wyoming’s Bighorn Country Classic. The
ride is a fundraiser for the Colorado-Wyoming Chapter
of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. Heather
Roe Day, who's the independent community
engagement consultant with the Colorado-Wyoming
MS Chapter in Cheyenne, says funds raised by the
ride help to support vital programs and research that
benefit Wyomingites affected by MS.

Read more on the Sheridan Media website:  http://www.sheridanmedia.com/news/sheridan-
host-annual-bike-ms-fundraising-ride87885

Stone Temple 8 Fundraiser Race Rescheduled to Saturday, September 17th 

The Stone Temple 8 endurance MTB race, the end-of-
season MTB race that is a fundraiser for the Stone
Temple Kid's MTB Camps and the Cheyenne and
Laramie high school MTB racing teams, has been
rescheduled from Saturday, September 10th to
Saturday, September 17th.  

This year, the race will be organized by the Laramie
Enduro organization and Overland Mountain Bike
Club, with support from race co-founders, Todd
Thibodeau and Rich Vincent.  Thibodeau, Wyoming

Pathways Board member and past Chairman and Vincent, Wyoming Pathways Educational
Programs Director, are also Directors of the aforementioned Stone Temple Kid's camps and are
also the Cheyenne and Laramie high school team coaches, respectviely.

This is always a highly anticipated event, with a fun format and a laid-back atmosphere.
 Wyoming Pathways supports this event as part of its educational and health initiatives.  The
camps and high school teams supported by the event proceeds teach the kids responsible
riding, trail stewardship and good health practices.

Over the years, the race has become more and more focused on the kids on the high school
teams and camp attendees, with a large number of them from all over the state participating. 

Read more on the Laramie Enduro website:  https://laramieenduro.org/st8/

We hope that you find this information useful and will take action to make Wyoming a better and
safer place to bike and walk.  If you have any suggestions for improvement, please be sure
to contact us and please also consider becoming a Wyoming Pathways member or partner.

 

Sincerely,

http://www.laramieboomerang.com/news/local_news/mountain-biker-aiming-for-top-of-the-enduro-podium/article_3980ed12-56da-11e6-904f-83939221523e.html
http://www.sheridanmedia.com/news/sheridan-host-annual-bike-ms-fundraising-ride87885
https://laramieenduro.org/st8/
mailto:info@wyopath.org
http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
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Tim Young 
Executive Director 
Wyoming Pathways

Connect with Us

    

Wyoming Pathways 
PO Box 153 

Wilson, WY 83014 
www.wyopath.org

Please consider forwarding this to a friend: {{ForwardToAFriendLink}}

If you believe that you received this message in error or no longer wish to receive Wyoming
Pathways message, you can unsubscribe by clicking this link: {{UnsubscribeLink}}
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