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Support
Wyoming
Pathways!

Become a
Member or

Partner Now!

Dear Supporter,

It's a new year and here are some of the recent pathways related stories 
from around the state that we thought you might find interesting:

People Powered Progress
Provides Momentum for 2017

What an eventful year 2016
was! From the early success in
passing the Bicycle and
Pedestrian System Task Force
legislation to our current efforts
to improve the Shoshone
Mountain Bike Route
Designation, Wyoming
Pathways has been busy working on behalf of those in the Cowboy
State who travel and recreate in a “people-powered” way on our
wonderful pathways and trails.

This year Wyoming Pathways celebrates 5-years of service as the statewide voice for people
that bike and walk, and we would like to thank you for supporting our work and hope that the
progress we've made will warrant your continued support.  As the only statewide nonprofit
organization advocating for biking and walking issues and needs, Wyoming Pathways works to
ensure that programs our local communities depend on continue, and that Wyoming’s state
agencies and public land managers provide the support needed for local pathway, trail, and
complete streets projects to succeed. Together with your support we can continue to do great
things for Wyoming's communities and public lands.

Read the full story on the Wyoming Pathways website: 
http://www.wyopath.org/people-powered-progress-provides-momentum-2017/

Shoshone National Forest - Mountain Bike Route
Designation EA Study

Wyoming Pathways was able to obtain an extension
of the comment period and facilitate a substantial
number of comments on this important issue for
mountain bikers who ride trails in the Shoshone
National Forest.  Wyoming Pathways staff and board
members mobilized to solicit written comments from
Governor Matt Mead and the Park County

Commissioners, among others. Our Executive Director Tim Young also submitted a written
comment and our supporters stepped-up and submitted over 130 comments via the form on
the Wyoming Pathways website.  Next steps will be for Wyoming Pathways and our community

http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
http://www.wyopath.org/people-powered-progress-provides-momentum-2017/
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partners to follow up with the Forest to make sure that the improvements to the Route
Designation suggested in the comments are implemented.

View the latest information on the Shoshone Mountain Bike Route Designation on the Wyoming
Pathways website: 
http://www.wyopath.org/our-work/pathways-projects/shoshone-non-motorized-trail-system-
planning/

Park County Commissioners Concerned About
Shoshone Trail Closures

Concerns over access for people using mountain
bikes to visit the Shoshone National Forest led the
Park County Commissioners to submit a comment
with concerns about the possible closure of non-
system trails without proper study and public
involvement.

The letter was sent to the U.S. Forest Service in
regards to its planning scoping document, which
proposes some new trails, but would also close some
historic trails still well used by people mountain biking.

Since his previous discussion with the commissioners last month, John Gallagher of the Park
County Pedalers has calculated the possible mileage involved. Gallagher estimates about 155
miles of non-system trails could be closed to bikers - just in the North Zone near Cody.

"They're talking about closing access to far more than remains open to biking," Gallagher said.
"This could be a big impact and many people that mountain bike are concerned."

Wyoming Pathways will continue to work with our partners in the region and the Forest Service
to support improved trails, and continue to help develop a comprehensive non-motorized trail
system that serves forest visitors and Wyoming communities. Mountain bikers simply want
access to enjoy the beauty of the Shoshone National Forest.

Read the full article on the Cody Enterprise website: 
http://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_1e40d3d4-d838-11e6-b607-
fb90d5f158f0.html

Report on the Initial Meeting of the Governor's
Wyoming Outdoor Recreation Task Force

The first meeting of the Wyoming Outdoor
Recreation Task Force, a group appointed by
Wyoming Governor Matt Mead to study outdoor
recreation in the state, took place in Cheyenne on
December 15-16. Wyoming Pathways board
member, Melanie Arnett, the representative for non-
motorized recreation, attended and provided
information for the following report.

Dr. Jessica Western of the University of Wyomings Ruckelshaus Institute, the meeting facilitator,
started the meeting off with introductions, provided background information, and discussed the
roles and mission of the group.

http://www.wyopath.org/our-work/pathways-projects/shoshone-non-motorized-trail-system-planning/
http://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_1e40d3d4-d838-11e6-b607-fb90d5f158f0.html
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Task Force members broke into groups where each member listed their interests and those of
their constituents. This set the scene for productive interaction and discussion. Then Governor
Matt Mead made an appearance and addressed the group, thanking members for their time and
speaking quite eloquently about the reasons for the Outdoor Recreation Task Force: health and
well-being, quality of life, public lands, economy, open spaces, wildlife...

Read the full report on the Wyoming Pathways website: 
http://www.wyopath.org/report-initial-meeting-governors-wyoming-outdoor-recreation-task-
force/

The Outdoor Industry Is About to Become a
Serious Political Force

Outdoor recreation is an economic colossus: its reach
is massive, its wealth enormous, and its influence
continues to grow as more boots hit the ground. You
can see it in Joshua Trees crowded campgrounds or
in Mount Tams trailhead parking lots; in the
Appalachian Trails thru-hiking numbers or in REIs
record sales. Americans are heading outdoors in huge numbers and paying handsomely for the
privilege. But how much, precisely? For years the industrys contribution to the nations economy
was as much guesswork as fact.

In 2005, the Outdoor Industry Foundation commissioned the first of the economic studies to
measure the industrys heft. The initial report returned impressive statistics, but it was the follow-
up study six years later that stirred the giant from its slumber: the outdoor recreation economy,
all $646 billion of it, was nearly as much as Americans paid for pharmaceuticals and motor
vehicle sales and parts, combined. Most of the industrys stakeholders happily accepted the
number at face value, and few inquired about how the numbers were derived (primarily through
surveys).

Read the full article on the Outside Online website: 
https://www.outsideonline.com/2140261/outdoor-industry-about-become-serious-political-
force

Public Land Transfer Constitutional Amendment (SJ0003) 
Will NOT be Introduced!

Public lands has been a hot topic in the news lately, with a proposed
land transfer amendment that was debated by a special Wyoming
legislative committee.

Wyoming Pathways joined sportsmen, conservation groups, and
many individuals in the effective Keep it Public Coalition to support
our public lands and oppose the constitutional amendment being

considered.

Thankfully, the President of the Senate, Eli Bebout, although a supporter of the bill, recognized
the deep public concern and decided to kill the bill and not send it to committee. This is a win
for those who want to keep public lands in public hands.

Wyoming Pathways thanks our supporters that helped comment - everyone's voices together
made all the difference!

http://www.wyopath.org/report-initial-meeting-governors-wyoming-outdoor-recreation-task-force/
https://www.outsideonline.com/2140261/outdoor-industry-about-become-serious-political-force
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Read the article on the Casper Star Tribune Website: 
http://bit.ly/2jyuQis

Here are some links to resources and articles that will provide some background and
perspective on this hot-button issue:

Keep it Public, Wyoming! Website: 
http://keepitpublicwyo.com/

Land transfer resolution: Vague solution looks for a problem: 
http://www.wyofile.com/land-transfer-resolution-vague-solution-looks-problem/

Legislators Hold Private Meeting With Environmental Group Over Land Transfer
Alternatives: 
http://wyomingpublicmedia.org/post/legislators-hold-private-meeting-environmental-
group-over-land-transfer-alternatives

Cheney vote on federal public lands irks sportsmen: 
http://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/cheney-vote-on-federal-public-
lands-irks-sportsmen/article_8255c9df-5d75-52c8-ba81-05f87cde24eb.html

Town, county ask reps to quash lands amendment: 
http://www.jhnewsandguide.com/news/environmental/town-county-ask-reps-to-quash-
lands-amendment/article_fd520897-93c5-53e9-a337-06bd959ed951.html

Wyoming Public Lands Initiative

Not as high profile, but still important
is the progress that is being made by the Wyoming Public Lands Initiative (WPLI) in building
consensus on how to balance use of Wilderness Study Area public lands. This initiative, which
is sponsored by the Wyoming County Commissioners Association, calls for Wyoming counties
to bring together Advisory Committees of the various interest groups to provide
recommendations to their respective Commissions. Here are a few articles and opinion pieces
that will provide information on both.

WCCA's Wyoming Public Lands Initiative website: 
http://www.wyo-wcca.org/~wcca/index.php/initiatives/wpli/wpli-faq/

Wyoming Public Lands Initiative Information And Meeting Schedule: 
http://www.dirtrider.com/wyoming-public-lands-initiative-information-and-meeting-
schedule

Wyoming High School MTB Racing Season Wrap-
Up

Filing under "better late than never", we wanted to
give our props to the Wyoming high school MTB
racing teams for their successes this past season.
There are currently three teams that race in the
National Interscholastic Cycling Association (NICA),
Cheyenne (WyoX Racing), Laramie (7220 Racing)

and Casper (CAMBYR). Because there are not currently enough teams in the state to support an
independent league, the teams from Wyoming race in the Colorado league. There is also a
composite team from Jackson and the Teton Valley that races in the Idaho League. The growth

http://bit.ly/2jyuQis
http://keepitpublicwyo.com/
http://www.wyofile.com/land-transfer-resolution-vague-solution-looks-problem/
http://wyomingpublicmedia.org/post/legislators-hold-private-meeting-environmental-group-over-land-transfer-alternatives
http://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/cheney-vote-on-federal-public-lands-irks-sportsmen/article_8255c9df-5d75-52c8-ba81-05f87cde24eb.html
http://www.jhnewsandguide.com/news/environmental/town-county-ask-reps-to-quash-lands-amendment/article_fd520897-93c5-53e9-a337-06bd959ed951.html
http://www.wyo-wcca.org/~wcca/index.php/initiatives/wpli/wpli-faq/
http://www.dirtrider.com/wyoming-public-lands-initiative-information-and-meeting-schedule
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of the league over the past few years has been phenomenal, with over 1,000 kids participating
this year.

Read the full article on the Wyoming Pathways website: 
http://www.wyopath.org/wyoming-high-school-mtb-racing-team-season-wrap/

UW Nordic Team, Coaches to Compete at World
University Games in Kazakhstan

University of Wyoming Nordic ski club team members
and coaches are part of the USA team that will
compete at the Universiade World University Games
(WUG) Jan. 29-Feb. 8 in Almaty, Kazakhstan.

UW is among several U.S. teams invited to compete in
the games, known as the Winter Universiade, an
international sporting and cultural festival staged
every two years in a different city. It is said to be second in importance only to the Winter
Olympic Games. More than 50 countries are expected to compete.

UWs teams will compete against some world-class athletes who have competed in past Winter
Olympics. This is the fourth time UWs contingent has been invited to the WUG, having
previously competed in Turkey, Italy and Slovakia.

The Cowboys are the two-time defending United States Collegiate Ski and Snowboard
Association national champions, while the Cowgirls have been runners-up the past two
seasons.

UW co-head Coach Christi Boggs is the USA Nordic team leader, and UW co-head Coach
Rachel Watson is the national teams head coach. Two former UW team members also will have
roles on the USA team: Kyle Bochanski, Fairfax, Vt., is an assistant coach, and Sindre Solvang,
Cheyenne, is a ski wax technician.

Current UW team members selected for the USA team -- based on last years individual point
standings in United States Collegiate Ski Association-sanctioned races -- are mens team
members Will Timmons, Anchorage, Alaska; Mason Vincent, Laramie; and Sam Wiswell,
Jackson.

Read the full article on the University of Wyoming website: 
http://www.uwyo.edu/uw/news/2017/01/uw-nordic-team,-coaches-to-compete-at-world-
university-games-in-kazakhstan.html

Discover the Red Desert and more in 2017

Are you planning ahead for a fun Wyoming
adventure next summer? Pick up some suggestions
from Kelsey Dayton in this WyoFile story!

"Every year I am amazed at all Wyoming offers. And
every year I seem to say the same thing: This is the
year I'm going to do X.

And other adventures come along and suddenly I'm
out of time and those items on the top of my Wyoming tick list remain.

http://www.wyopath.org/wyoming-high-school-mtb-racing-team-season-wrap/
http://www.uwyo.edu/uw/news/2017/01/uw-nordic-team,-coaches-to-compete-at-world-university-games-in-kazakhstan.html
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Not this year. My goal is to do some of those things I keep saying I will. It might not be the most
original list of activities (yep, the Teton Crest Trail is on there) but it will take me to some of the
most beautiful places Wyoming offers."

Read the full article on the WyoFile website: 
http://www.wyofile.com/column/discover-red-desert-2017/

Prints in the powder: A beginner tries snowshoeing

The temperature was pushing 20 degrees as I left
home. But as I ascended Casper Mountain Road  one
of those drives where you see ice glisten on the
asphalt and start to question why there arent more
guardrails  the thermometer steadily dropped until it
hovered just over 10 degrees.

I got out of my car to meet John Giantonio, my
snowshoeing guide for the morning. Standing in the
parking lot trying to pull a wool coat over my down
jacket, I felt my soft Californian underbelly starting to
show.

I arrived in July no stranger to snow, but Casper is still the first place I have lived where I can be
on top of a snow-covered mountain after a 20-minute drive from home. Im still not entirely
equipped for this new reality.

Read the full article on the Casper Star Tribune website: 
http://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/prints-in-the-powder-a-beginner-tries-
snowshoeing/article_f679fd5b-7948-5bf9-b607-be522a44fe64.html

What's Happening with our Partners - Some of our partner organizations have recently
released newsletters/articles that may be of interest to you as well:

Friends of Pathways - Blog 
IMBA - Blog 
NCBW - Newsletter Archive  
People For Bikes - Blog 
Platte River Trails - Website 
Mountain Bike the Tetons - Website, Facebook, Newsletter Archive  
Rails to Trails Conservancy - Blog 
Sheridan Community Land Trust - Website, Newsletter 
Safe Routes to School - Newsletter Archive, Blog  
WY Public Lands Initiative - Newsletter Archive

We hope that you find this information useful and will take action to make Wyoming a better and
safer place to bike and walk.  If you have any suggestions for improvement, please be sure
to contact us and please also consider becoming a Wyoming Pathways member or partner.

 

Sincerely,

Tim Young 
Executive Director 
Wyoming Pathways

http://www.wyofile.com/column/discover-red-desert-2017/
http://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/prints-in-the-powder-a-beginner-tries-snowshoeing/article_f679fd5b-7948-5bf9-b607-be522a44fe64.html
http://www.friendsofpathways.org/blog/
https://www.imba.com/blog
http://www.bikewalk.org/newsletterarchives.php
http://www.peopleforbikes.org/blog/
http://www.platterivertrails.com/
http://www.mountainbiketetons.org/
http://www.facebook.com/MountainBikeTetons
http://us7.campaign-archive2.com/home/?u=32f4d9e7a6d4f7f31945109fc&id=783e6bf783
http://www.railstotrails.org/trailblog/
https://sheridanclt.org/
https://sheridanclt.org/newsletters/
http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/home/?u=88edfd25ae92304f5d305736c&id=676ef333b8
http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/blog
http://us12.campaign-archive1.com/home/?u=affdc435bbbe8fe6c81e7c1bb&id=3665ce6b3b
mailto:info@wyopath.org
http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
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Connect with Us

    

Wyoming Pathways 
PO Box 153 

Wilson, WY 83014 
www.wyopath.org

Please consider forwarding this to a friend: {{ForwardToAFriendLink}}

If you believe that you received this message in error or no longer wish to receive Wyoming
Pathways message, you can unsubscribe by clicking this link: {{UnsubscribeLink}}
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