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Learn about
the 2018 WY

Bike Walk
Trails Summit

Support
Wyoming
Pathways!

Become a
Member or

Partner Now!

Dear Supporter,

With 2018 only just underway, Wyoming Pathways is pleased to report big 
progress for everyone that enjoys biking, walking and trails in Wyoming.

Hot off the press is the new Wyoming
Bicycle and Pedestrian System Report 2018.
You can download the full report here.
Prepared at the request of the Wyoming
Legislature and Governor Mead, the 80-
page report highlights the many benefits and
opportunities of bicycling and walking for
Wyoming communities, with helpful
examples and resources. 

The Report includes detailed
recommendations tailored to each agency
on how to best realize the significant
economic, health, quality of life, and safety benefits identified. Specific
actions to boost the economic and physical health of communities across
Wyoming include:

The State Legislature should create and fund a $10 million annual statewide
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure initiative to address identified needs of
walkable main streets, community pathways, rural cycling routes, and
natural surface trails in Wyoming.
Governor’s office, to work with state agencies to implement the Report recommendations, and to
work with the Wyoming Delegation and federal land agencies to address the trail maintenance
backlog on federal lands.
Legislature, to provide funding and direction to state agencies to prepare a comprehensive and
quantitative cost/benefit study of the health, safety, economic, and other benefits of walking and
bicycling in Wyoming.
Wyoming Department of Transportation, to create a formal WYDOT Bicycle Pedestrian Program,
and to increase investment in infrastructure for people walking and cycling.
Wyoming Business Council, to offer funding through its Main Street and Business Ready
Community programs to improve walking and cycling infrastructure and support vibrant downtowns.
Wyoming Office of Tourism to promote Wyoming’s downtowns, trail systems, pathways, bicycle
routes and long-distance trails.
Wyoming State Parks to improve trail systems in state parks and partner with public lands, and to
help develop long-distance bike trails.
Wyoming Office of State Lands and Investments to identify State Trust Lands where new trail
systems could be established and collaborate with local communities on partnerships.
Wyoming Department of Education to elevate the importance of Safe Routes to School for walking
and biking when siting new schools.

http://www.wyopath.org/2018-wyoming-bike-walk-trails-summit/
http://www.wyopath.org/summit
http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
http://www.wyomingbusiness.org/bicycle
http://www.wyomingbusiness.org/bicycle
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The Report will be presented to the Legislature during the upcoming session. Please express
your support for the recommendations to your state legislator.

Trail Grants Secured! January also brought great news for trail lovers in Lander and Laramie -
two new natural surface trail grants have been awarded to Wyoming Pathways for partnership
projects with the forest service and local communities. With matching funds and volunteers, the
two projects will invest over $100,000 in Wyoming's public trail systems.

The Laramie Pole Mountain Trail Project will receive a $50,000 federal RTP trail grant for phase 2
trail work this summer on the popular trail system above Laramie on the Medicine Bow-Routt
National Forest.
For Lander's Sinks Canyon Brewers Extension Trail, the Laura Jane Musser Fund just announced a
$20,000 grant to Wyoming Pathways to help construct the trail. Combined with matching funds from
Lander Cycling and Wyoming Pathways, and a still pending National Forest Foundation grant, the
project goal is to create a continuous 10-mile high-quality trail experience, and to enhance
community trail partnerships.

2018 Wyoming Bike Walk Trails Summit – Join us in Jackson
May 21-23 for the Wyoming Bike Walk Trails Summit, the
biggest and best statewide summit ever.  Hosted by Wyoming
Pathways, Platte River Trails and Friends of Pathways, the
Summit promises a compelling program. Monday evening
opens with feature keynote speaker Dan Burden of Blue Zones,
making the connection of active living and health; then Tuesday
opens with a directors round table discussion with WYDOT
Director Bill Panos, Health Director Tom Forslund, and State
Parks Administrator Domenic Bravo, followed by active
transportation expert Joe Gilpin of Alta Planning to review the
new Wyoming Bicycle Pedestrian System Report and how to
make use of it in your community.

Attendees will also learn how to develop active and healthy
communities from “People, Place and Prosperity” experts Community Builders and Dutch
sustainable mobility consultants Mobycon, and optional field trips include a Walking Audit with
Dan Burden, Public trails and healthy communities, and bike tours on Jackson's award winning
pathway system with the designers and managers.

                                     

Plan now to attend the 2018 Wyoming Bike Walk Trails Summit. You'll see world-class
presenters, enjoy some fun springtime activities in Jackson Hole, and great networking
opportunities with your fellow attendees from around Wyoming. Special Summit Scholarship
offer is available equal to one night lodging - act soon!

                     

Wyoming Pathways is the only statewide nonprofit advocating for biking and walking issues and
needs. We would like to thank you for your interest in our work, and hope that the progress we’ve
made will warrant your continued support. Together we can continue to do great things for

http://www.wyopath.org/summit
http://www.platterivertrails.com/
http://www.wyopath.org/
https://friendsofpathways.org/
https://2018-wyoming-bike-walk-trails-summit.eventbrite.com/
http://bookings.ihotelier.com/bookings.jsp?groupID=2052588&hotelID=77244
http://www.wyopath.org/2018-wyoming-bike-walk-trails-summit/2018-wyoming-bike-walk-trails-summit-scholarships/
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Wyoming’s communities and public lands, to bring more successful pathways, great trail systems
and safe streets, along with the associated economic, health, and quality of life benefits.

2018 Wyoming Bike | Walk | Trails Summit Sponsors:

-------

A quick look back at some of the 2017 highlights:

2017 was an eventful year as Wyoming Pathways celebrated its 5th year of service as the
statewide voice for people that bike and walk and pursued its mission to “to inspire, motivate and
unite a strong community of public, business, and political leaders to improve non-motorized
travel and recreation opportunities in Wyoming, including bicycling, walking, hiking and cross-
country skiing.” Top highlights looking back include:

Pole Mountain Trail Project – Following on the success of the Pole
Mountain Trail Charrette in 2016, Wyoming Pathways secured a
$46,000 Wyoming Recreational Trails Program grant to do maintenance
work at Pole Mountain.  This grant was leveraged with Forest Service
and community funds for a total project of over $70,000. This allowed
us to hire a professional trail consultant to plan the work and four 8-

person Wyoming Conservation Corps crews to perform over 2,500 hours of trail maintenance on
the Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest. This combined with two volunteer community “Dig
Days” had a positive impact on the quality of the trails at Pole Mountain and has led to more
community involvement and the prospects of a “Phase 2” project that will continue the
momentum.

Greater Yellowstone Trail Plan Wins Award and Two Major Federal
Grants - In May, the respected American Trails nonprofit recognized the
Greater Yellowstone Trail Concept Plan with their International Trail
Award for “best large planning project”. Wyoming Pathways led the
team that prepared the Concept Plan for the City of Victor, funded by a
HUD grant.  Then in June Wyoming Pathways was delighted to receive
news of a Rails-to-Trails Doppelt Family Foundation Grant for the
Greater Yellowstone Trail. This gift will support additional partner meetings along the corridor, and
to further help plan, brand, and open more of the Greater Yellowstone Trail.

Federal grants for Greater Yellowstone Trail - Teton Pass section
total over $5 million – A successful new federal grant to Teton County
added $1.55 million to three other grants, for approximately $6 million
towards completing the Teton Pass Trail from Wilson WY to Victor ID.
The grants will fund construction from Moose Creek to Trail Creek
Campground, a bridge over Moose Creek, and two pathway

underpasses, plus funds for engineering the final 6 miles to the top. Wyoming Pathways helped
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the City of Victor Idaho and Teton County WY to move forward with applying for a Federal Lands
Access Program grant. The grants will be a big boost to completing the Teton Pass Trail section
of the Greater Yellowstone Trail.

Shoshone Mountain Bike Route Designation Action – At the start of
the year, Wyoming Pathways supporters made their voice heard in a big
way, letting the Shoshone National Forest know that quality trail
systems are important to users.  This advocacy effort definitely had an
influence on the Shoshone’s decision making process and has led to
further discussions with the Shoshone to preserve existing trail access
and allow the planned development of new trails, especially in the
Lander area.

Bicycle and Pedestrian System Task Force – This 13-member Governor’s
Task Force included state agencies and interest groups, and is chaired by
Wyoming Pathways Executive Director, Tim Young. The committee met
throughout the year to produce the report and to solicit public input. The new
report details actions the State and local communities can take to improve
biking and walking in Wyoming and reap the economic and health benefits
thereof.

Cody’s Beck Lake Bike Park – Following on the success of the Beck
Lake trail system, the Park County Pedalers completed the
development of the new Beck Lake Bike Park. The local Cody trail
group, led by President John Gallagher (also a Wyoming Pathways
board member) have created a world-class facility for mountain bikers
that is receiving acclaim from throughout the state and region.

Outdoor Recreation Task Force – This Task Force was formed to look into
how Wyoming could take advantage of the growing outdoor recreation
economy and help provide stability to the State’s economy.  Wyoming
Pathways was proud that board member Melanie Arnett of Laramie was
selected to represent non-motorized recreation on this Task Force.  With
representatives from throughout the state, the Task Force met numerous times
to develop their report and recommendations.  This report led to the formation
of an Office of Outdoor Recreation within Wyoming State Parks to manage

implementation of the recommendations of the Task Force.

Youth Programs -  Wyoming Pathways continued its support for youth
programs in the state with the Curt Gowdy Kids MTB Camps. This year,
the camps expanded to three, adding a race camp to the Granite Ridge
Girls Camp and Stone Temple Co-ed Camp. Once again, the camps
filled in record time and as in past years, the kids had a great time,
learned a lot of new skills and became better trail stewards.  We still
have not answered the question about who has a better time, the kids
or the coaches, but a great time was had by all. Wyoming Pathways also sponsors the Stone
Temple 8 MTB race, which provides support for the camps, as well as the Cheyenne and Laramie
High School MTB racing teams. While the event was not held in 2017 due to scheduling conflicts,
we expect it to be back bigger and better than ever in 2018.

Wyoming Outdoor Business Association – The WYOBA continued its research and
development process in 2017, working in conjunction with the Outdoor Recreation Task Force
outdoor recreation to learn how they can best focus on supporting outdoor businesses and
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working with them to promote an “outdoor business friendly” environment in the state.  Wyoming
Pathways has been involved with the development of the organization since its inception and we
support their mission.

Keep It Public! Wyoming – The movement to keep public lands in public
hands continued throughout 2017.  Wyoming Pathways is a supporting
organization of Keep it Public, Wyoming and participated in various aspects of
the movement in 2017.

National Bike Summit – Executive Director, Tim Young, once again attended
the National Bike Summit in Washington DC. Tim was able to visit with the

Wyoming Delegation and apprise them of the opportunities that improved support for biking and
walking can provide for the State.

Pathways at events – Wyoming Pathways participates in numerous
events around the state, both in an official capacity, telling our story to the
public and in an unofficial capacity, as enthusiasts ourselves.  

The Wyoming Pathways tent can be seen at events such as the Laramie Bike
Summit, the Laramie Enduro, Lander’s Jurassic Classic and Curt Gowdy State
Park trailhead.  If you see our tent at an event, stop by and say “hi” and let us
know how we are doing and if there is anything we can help with in your
community.

What's Happening with our Partners - Some of our partner organizations have recently
released newsletters/articles that may be of interest to you as well:

Friends of Pathways - Blog 
IMBA - Press 
Keep It Public, Wyoming - Website 
Mountain Bike the Tetons - Website, Facebook, Newsletter Archive  
NCBW - Newsletter Archive  
People For Bikes - Blog 
Platte River Trails - Website 
Rails to Trails Conservancy - Blog 
Safe Routes to School - Newsletter Archive, Blog  
Sheridan Community Land Trust - Website, Newsletters 
WY Public Lands Initiative - Newsletter Archive

We hope that you find this information useful and will take action to make Wyoming a better and
safer place to bike and walk.  If you have any suggestions for improvement, please be sure
to contact us and please also consider becoming a Wyoming Pathways member or partner.

Sincerely,

Tim Young 
Executive Director 
Wyoming Pathways

  

Connect with Us

    

Wyoming Pathways 
PO Box 153 

http://www.friendsofpathways.org/blog/
https://www.imba.com/engage/press-releases
http://keepitpublicwyo.com/
http://www.mountainbiketetons.org/
http://www.facebook.com/MountainBikeTetons
http://us7.campaign-archive2.com/home/?u=32f4d9e7a6d4f7f31945109fc&id=783e6bf783
http://www.bikewalk.org/newsletterarchives.php
http://www.peopleforbikes.org/blog/
http://www.platterivertrails.com/
http://www.railstotrails.org/trailblog/
http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/home/?u=88edfd25ae92304f5d305736c&id=676ef333b8
http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/blog
https://sheridanclt.org/
https://sheridanclt.org/newsletters/
http://us12.campaign-archive1.com/home/?u=affdc435bbbe8fe6c81e7c1bb&id=3665ce6b3b
mailto:info@wyopath.org
http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
https://www.facebook.com/Wyoming-Pathways-296640397135194
https://twitter.com/wyopath
https://plus.google.com/104982639747156923405/about
http://www.wyopath.org/feed/rss/
http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/


1/3/2019 020718 Wyoming Pathways Newsletter - HTML Content

https://www2.myngp.com/EmailMessage/EmailContent?emailMessageContentId=67691&externalSourceId=-1 6/6

Wilson, WY 83014 
www.wyopath.org

Please consider forwarding this to a friend: {{ForwardToAFriendLink}}

If you believe that you received this message in error or no longer wish to receive Wyoming
Pathways message, you can unsubscribe by clicking this link: {{UnsubscribeLink}}

 

http://www.wyopath.org/

