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Support
Wyoming
Pathways!

Become a
Member or

Partner Now!

Dear Supporter,

Enjoy the winter season fat biking and skiing while you can, as the 
earliest signs of spring are starting to show up around Wyoming. Here 
are some of the recent pathways related stories from around the state 
that we thought you might find interesting: 

Major Pole Mountain Trail
Maintenance Project Coming
this Summer

Wyoming Recreational Trails
Program Grant Provides
Momentum for Trail
Maintenance, Partnerships.

Wyoming Pathways, the
statewide voice of people who bike and walk, and the Laramie Ranger
District, are pleased to announce that they have been awarded a
Wyoming Recreational Trails Program grant to fund a significant trail maintenance project on
Pole Mountain, in the Medicine Bow National Forest.  With the awarding of the grant, Pole
Mountain trail users can look forward to long-awaited trail improvements taking place this
summer.

“The Pole Mountain Trail Maintenance Project is a win for trail users and the Forest Service,”
said Tim Young, Wyoming Pathways Executive Director. “The project will be a big step toward
creating a sustainable high-quality trail system on Pole Mountain and building great
partnerships with the local communities,” he said.

The $60,000 project includes a $46,000 RTP grant, matched with approximately $14,000 in
private funds and volunteer labor from the community, advocacy groups and local businesses.

Read the full press release on the Wyoming Pathways website: 
http://www.wyopath.org/major-pole-mountain-trail-maintenance-project-coming-summer/ 

Wyoming Bicycle and Pedestrian System Task Force Updates

The 13-member Bicycle and Pedestrian System Task Force, created by legislative action in the
2016 session, continues to meet and work on the assignment to prepare a Report on the
"Benefits and opportunities of bicycle and pedestrian pathways and natural surface trails". The
Task Force met by webinar conference the end of January, and discussed several
subcommittee reports on progress reviewing the chapters of the Report underway.

http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
http://www.wyopath.org/major-pole-mountain-trail-maintenance-project-coming-summer/
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The Report will include chapters on
Community Pathways and Local Streets, Main
Streets and Downtowns, Rural Bicycling and
Walking Routes, Natural Surface Trails, and
Public Health and Safety recommendations.

The Task Force has determined it will be
advantageous to bring in a qualified
consultant to assist in preparing the final
report. This approach will help produce a
quality report, and assist in meeting the

upcoming October 1'st due date.

The Task Force set a goal to raise $50,000 to pay for the services needed, and both private and
public sources have stepped up and pledged over $41,250 so far. The Task Force is still seeking
the balance of funds needed, and is hopeful to hit the goal so a contract can be let within the
next month.

A draft report was submitted to the Governor, legislative committees, and state agencies in
October, with input and guidance. The Wyoming Business Council has created a convenient
way to gather public input, and so far over 50 people have contributed ideas and comments. 

 

You can find all the materials to date and a link to comment at 
http://wyomingbusiness.org/bicycle 
 

Governor's Outdoor Recreation Task Force Update

by Melanie Arnett, Non-Motorized Recreation
Representative and Wyoming Pathways Board
Member

The Outdoor Recreation Task Force met for the
second time on January 25, 26, and 27 in Cheyenne.
The focus was on the Outdoor Recreation Economy
as it relates to business in Wyoming. For this meeting
task force members were asked to limit their input to
the business side of the recreation economy. The draft
recommendations resulting from this meeting are
currently being compiled and we will alert you when
they are available for public viewing.

The next task force meeting will take place in Cody
March 8-10. It will cover Recreation Access and
Management of Public Lands. There are also be
several listening sessions scheduled in addition to the regular task force meetings. The exact
times and locations of these will be announced closer to the date of the session, but mark your
calendars for:

March 7, 2017 - Casper 
March 16, 2017 - Evanston 
April 10, 2017 - Jackson 
May 4, 2017 – Gillette

http://wyomingbusiness.org/bicycle
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Governor Matt Mead announced the Outdoor Recreation Task Force at the SHIFT Conference in
Jackson last fall. The Task Force’s draft charter and meeting materials for the December and
January meetings can be found on the State Parks website:
http://wyoparks.state.wy.us/ORTF.aspx?tab=1 
 

Teton Pass Pathway and the Greater
Yellowstone Trail

Wyoming Pathways continues to be engaged
in helping support two Teton Pass pathway
projects underway, part of an effort to link the
pathway systems in Jackson Hole and Teton
Valley Idaho.

Victor Idaho is leading one project from
Moose Creek to State Line, and Teton County
Wyoming is leading the second, which is

planning the pathway the final six miles remaining between the top of Teton Pass and the state
line.

The $2.1 million Victor project is planned for construction next year, with funding secured from
the Federal Lands Access Program, and private match funds. A new grant is being developed
that would add an underpass at Mike Harris to provide access to a new 20+ mile South Valley
mountain bike trail system, portions of which connect to Wyoming.

The Wyoming portion of the project is working to resolve the pathway crossing design at the
Trail Creek Campground. WYDOT did not support the original proposal for an at-grade crossing,
and alternatives are being studied. A new federal grant proposal is being considered for the
Wyoming section next phase.

The 180-mile Greater Yellowstone Trail (GYT) connects Jackson Hole Wyoming with West
Yellowstone Montana via sections of the old Yellowstone rail line through Victor, Driggs, Tetonia,
Ashton, and Island Park. Combining existing pathways and back roads, today the mixed paved
and gravel route is rideable with roughly 70% complete, and offers an adventure filled
experience. A description of the GYT and maps are at http://www.wyopath.org/our-
work/pathways-projects/greater-yellowstone-trail/

 

Read more on the Teton Pass project on the Jackson Hole News & Guide website: 
http://www.jhnewsandguide.com/jackson_hole_daily/local/teton-pass-pathway-hits-
hurdle/article_3701f5ac-418a-58e4-9551-e9ac90cd1634.html 
 

Lawmakers put mountain biker fees on hold

The Wyoming Legislature hit the brakes late Tuesday on a bill to charge mountain bikers using
public lands.

The bill, HB272, would have required mountain bikers to purchase a $15 decal annually to ride
on any federal lands.

Sponsor Rep. Albert Sommers (R-HD20, Pinedale) said the idea needs more study and
suggested it will be an interim topic for one of the Legislature’s standing committees.

http://wyoparks.state.wy.us/ORTF.aspx?tab=1
http://www.wyopath.org/our-work/pathways-projects/greater-yellowstone-trail/
http://www.jhnewsandguide.com/jackson_hole_daily/local/teton-pass-pathway-hits-hurdle/article_3701f5ac-418a-58e4-9551-e9ac90cd1634.html
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 Cindy Dywan, (front, from left), graduate assistant for

the Outdoor Program; Rachael Budowle, instructor for

As proposed, the bill targeted only mountain
bikers, which Sommers said he thinks is the
fastest growing group of non-motorized
recreation users. Of the $15 fee, $1 would
have gone to the seller, $2 would have gone to
trail maintenance and building, while $12
would have gone to Wyoming Game and Fish
for endangered species management, as well
as the cost of creating the decal.

 

Read the full article on the Wyofile website: 
http://www.wyofile.com/column/lawmakers-put-mountain-biker-fees-hold/ 
 

Got an idea? Wyoming state parks wants to
hear from you

Glenn McMorrow had an idea: Rent stand-up
paddle boards and kayaks out of a mobile stand
in Curt Gowdy State Park.

Overhead would be limited. Two people could
work the stand, and he could make a little cash
while offering sun worshippers and outdoor
recreationists something new.

So he contacted Wyoming State Parks, Historic Sites and Trails to ask if he could have a
conditional use permit to set up. After some negotiating, they agreed.

His first summer with Mountain’ SUP was a success, and now he hopes to expand.

“It’s so nice because people who have never done anything like this before, people who work in
an office and can’t get out, they can get out and just go across the water,” he said. “It’s so easy,
and they’re beaming.”

 

Read the full article on the Casper Star Tribune website: 
http://trib.com/lifestyles/recreation/got-an-idea-wyoming-state-parks-wants-to-hear-
from/article_26425cff-f483-50ad-b545-76c1ff755d34.html 
 

UW Students Recognized for Bicycle Friendly
Community Designation

Four University of Wyoming students were
recognized at the Laramie City Council meeting Dec.
6 for their contributions to achieving a Bicycle
Friendly Community designation for the city. Laramie
is the second community in Wyoming to secure the
designation; Jackson was the first location
recognized.

http://www.wyofile.com/column/lawmakers-put-mountain-biker-fees-hold/
http://trib.com/lifestyles/recreation/got-an-idea-wyoming-state-parks-wants-to-hear-from/article_26425cff-f483-50ad-b545-76c1ff755d34.html
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ENR 4600/5600; Sarah Crone, undergraduate student

in accounting; Tyler Carroll, undergraduate student in

geography, and environment and natural resources; and

Dan McCoy, Campus Recreation assistant director,

receive recognition from Laramie City Council members

for their contributions to achieving a Bicycle Friendly

Community designation for the city. (City of Laramie

Photo)

The students worked with campus mentors in the UW
Haub School of Environment and Natural Resources
(ENR) spring 2016 campus sustainability class to
gather data for the application to the League of
American Bicyclists, which assesses bicycling
infrastructure and helps to identify areas for
improvement. Laramie joined more than 400 bike-
friendly communities across the country when the
league awarded the city bronze-level certification
Nov. 16.

 

Read the full article on the University of Wyoming website: 
http://www.uwyo.edu/uw/news/2017/01/uw-students-recognized-for-bicycle-friendly-
community-designation.html 
 

It's my land — Yours too!

Not long ago, I spent a week exploring my
land. Each day I’d drive around in my truck,
stopping now and then to go on a hike or wet
my fly in an inviting stream. Then for two days
I put my food, clothes, tent, sleeping bag, and
gear in my backpack and just walked away

from my rig to explore some of the backcountry land of mine. I got up in the morning when I
wanted. The same with sleep. I didn’t know where I’d spend the night. Best of all, it didn’t
matter.

Why am I telling this? Am I one of the fabulously rich exploring a new recreational property
purchase? Am I some cattle baron with a 100,000 acre spread? Perhaps I’m bragging about
what I own but you can just wish for? The extent of my land is immense. Its size is over 500
million acres, but it’s not just my land. It’s yours too. You see, I’m talking about the public land
of the United States, property of the American taxpayer and managed by the U.S. Forest
Service, the Bureau of Land Management, and the National Park Service, our hired help.

Folk singer Woody Guthrie had it right, when, back in the 1930s, he wrote, “This land is your
land; this land is my land ...”

 

Read the full article on the Idaho State Journal website: 
http://idahostatejournal.com/opinion/columns/it-s-my-land-yours-too/article_40ab2498-34fb-
5113-bf4c-b614cd6a7f63.html 
 

Cowboy State Games Return to Wyoming

It's been ten years, but the Cowboy State Games have finally returned to Wyoming.

The Cowboy State Games or, "Wyoming's Olympic style games" began atop Casper Mountain
Saturday morning.

http://www.uwyo.edu/uw/news/2017/01/uw-students-recognized-for-bicycle-friendly-community-designation.html
http://idahostatejournal.com/opinion/columns/it-s-my-land-yours-too/article_40ab2498-34fb-5113-bf4c-b614cd6a7f63.html
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Paramedic Ryan Winchell of West Park Hospital EMS

shows off mountain bikes used by the hospital’s Bike

EMS Team in Cody, Wyo. (Raymond Hillegas/The Cody

Enterprise via AP)

A triathlon highlighted with snow shoeing,
snow biking and Nordic skiing took place as
well as downhill skiing.

Down in the city, the Casper Ice Arena hosted
the figure skating portion of competition.

The games ended back in 2007 after
managers couldn't get enough sponsors to
host it.

 

Read the full article on the KCWY 13 website: 
http://www.kcwy13.com/content/news/Cowboy-State-Games-Return-to-Wyoming-
-412173323.html 
 

 
Every second counts.’ Cities turn to cyclists to
save lives

It’s a hot, sunny morning as you stand along Sheridan
Avenue watching Cody’s Fourth of July parade.

Awake since 5 a.m., you’ve had a hectic morning with
little time to eat or drink.

As you watch children scramble after candy in the 90
degree temperature. You start to feel nauseous. Your
heartbeat races. Feeling faint, you collapse.

A family member dials 911. But before the hospital
ambulance cuts through traffic, two paramedics on

mountain bikes quickly maneuver through the crowd. By the time the ambulance crew shows
up, the bike paramedics have assessed the situation and administered aid to keep heat
exhaustion from elevating to heat stroke.

As with most emergencies, a few minutes is a big thing. That’s why West Park Hospital has a
new bike program whose purpose is to more quickly bring advanced life support to patients.

 

Read the full article on the Cody Enterprise website: 
http://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_d287fc84-dca7-11e4-b34c-
87e451d400e8.html

This article also led to national coverage in the Washington Post and other publications:

Every second counts.’ Cities turn to cyclists to save lives

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/every-second-counts-cities-turn-to-
cyclists-to-save-lives/2017/02/03/cd36a122-e8b7-11e6-bf6f-301b6b443624_story.html 
 

What's Happening with our Partners - Some of our partner organizations have recently
released newsletters/articles that may be of interest to you as well:

http://www.kcwy13.com/content/news/Cowboy-State-Games-Return-to-Wyoming--412173323.html
http://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_d287fc84-dca7-11e4-b34c-87e451d400e8.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/every-second-counts-cities-turn-to-cyclists-to-save-lives/2017/02/03/cd36a122-e8b7-11e6-bf6f-301b6b443624_story.html
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Friends of Pathways - Blog 
IMBA - Blog 
NCBW - Newsletter Archive  
People For Bikes - Blog 
Platte River Trails - Website 
Mountain Bike the Tetons - Website, Facebook, Newsletter Archive  
Rails to Trails Conservancy - Blog 
Sheridan Community Land Trust - Website, Newsletters 
Safe Routes to School - Newsletter Archive, Blog  
WY Public Lands Initiative - Newsletter Archive

We hope that you find this information useful and will take action to make Wyoming a better and
safer place to bike and walk.  If you have any suggestions for improvement, please be sure
to contact us and please also consider becoming a Wyoming Pathways member or partner.

 

Sincerely,

Tim Young 
Executive Director 
Wyoming Pathways

Connect with Us

    

Wyoming Pathways 
PO Box 153 

Wilson, WY 83014 
www.wyopath.org

Please consider forwarding this to a friend: {{ForwardToAFriendLink}}

If you believe that you received this message in error or no longer wish to receive Wyoming
Pathways message, you can unsubscribe by clicking this link: {{UnsubscribeLink}}

 

 

http://www.friendsofpathways.org/blog/
https://www.imba.com/blog
http://www.bikewalk.org/newsletterarchives.php
http://www.peopleforbikes.org/blog/
http://www.platterivertrails.com/
http://www.mountainbiketetons.org/
http://www.facebook.com/MountainBikeTetons
http://us7.campaign-archive2.com/home/?u=32f4d9e7a6d4f7f31945109fc&id=783e6bf783
http://www.railstotrails.org/trailblog/
https://sheridanclt.org/
https://sheridanclt.org/newsletters/
http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/home/?u=88edfd25ae92304f5d305736c&id=676ef333b8
http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/blog
http://us12.campaign-archive1.com/home/?u=affdc435bbbe8fe6c81e7c1bb&id=3665ce6b3b
mailto:info@wyopath.org
http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
https://www.facebook.com/Wyoming-Pathways-296640397135194
https://twitter.com/wyopath
https://plus.google.com/104982639747156923405/about
http://www.wyopath.org/feed/rss/
http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
http://www.wyopath.org/

