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Support
Wyoming
Pathways!

Become a
Member or

Partner Now!

Dear Supporter,

Big things coming this Spring and Summer around the Cowboy State. 
Here are some of the recent pathways related stories from around the 
state that we thought you might find interesting:

Support The Pole Mountain Trail
Maintenance Project - new
fundraising and volunteer
opportunities!

Donate Now!

If you have passion for improving the
trails at Pole Mountain, here's your
opportunity to support the Pole
Mountain Trail Maintenance Project by
donating directly to the project,
supporting local fundraisers and
volunteering.

This spring, Wyoming Pathways, the US Forest Service, the University of Wyoming, the
Wyoming Conservation Corps, Kay-Linn Enterprises and partners in the community like Laramie
BikeNet and the Medicine Bow Nordic Association are coming together to conduct this major
maintenance project for the system trails in the Pole Mountain Unit of the Medicine Bow
National Forest.

This project is the culmination of a years-long process and will begin to address the backlog of
trail maintenance of these well-used and well-loved trails.  All those involved hope that this
project will be the first of many such collaborative efforts moving forward. If you would like to
help out financially, you can donate directly to the project via the Wyoming Pathways website. 
If you are interested in volunteering, you can let us know by completing the volunteer interest
form on that page as well.  We will keep you posted on project developments, including training
and trail work opportunities.

Finally, you can support the project and have a great time by attending Laramie BikeNet’s
GiddyUp Film Tour event taking place at 6:00pm on April 29th at the Gryphon Theatre, in
Laramie.  GiddyUp promises to “…bring bicycle lovers together for a unique social event
featuring the best in mountain bike cinema.”  BikeNet has generously committed a portion of
the proceeds of their GiddyUp Film Festival event to the project.  You can learn more about the
event on the BikeNet Facebook event page.

Substantial funding for the project comes in the form of a State of Wyoming Recreational Trails
Program grant, but additional funding is desperately needed as both required matching funds
and to support other aspects of the project, including supporting volunteer training.  We hope

http://www.wyopath.org/our-work/pathways-projects/pole-mountain-trail-maintenance-project/
http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
http://www.wyopath.org/our-work/pathways-projects/pole-mountain-trail-maintenance-project/
http://www.wyopath.org/our-work/pathways-projects/pole-mountain-trail-maintenance-project/
http://www.wyopath.org/our-work/pathways-projects/pole-mountain-trail-maintenance-project/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1468514829847387/
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that you will help us with these fundraising efforts and will ask your friends, family and
community members to do so as well.

USFS Trail Maintenance Priorities - 
Add Your Voice by April 7th

Your input is needed to identify maintenance
priorities for the National Forests in the state!
 The USFS is requesting public input on which forests should be considered priority areas for
maintenance under the new National Forest System Trails Stewardship Act of 2016.  Wyoming
has Forests in two regions, Rocky Mountain and Intermountain.  This is your opportunity to have
your voice heard and your responses will influence which forests will ultimately be considered
priorities.

The Rocky Mountain Region includes the Shoshone National Forest, the Bighorn National
Forest and portions of the Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests and Thunder Basin National
Grassland and Black Hills National Forest.  You can find the survey here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/trailswork.

The Intermountain Region includes the Bridger-Teton National Forest, Caribou-Targhee National
Forest, and Cache-Uinta National Forest.  There is no survey for this region, but you can submit
your comments directly to the Intermountain Region Director of Recreation Chris Hartman
(chartman01@fs.fed.us).

The deadline for submitting your input is April 7th, so please take a few minutes to complete the
survey or contact the Forest Service directly.

You can read the press releases with additional details and contact information here:

The Rocky Mountain Region Invites Public to Help Identify Priority Trail Maintenance Work

The Intermountain Region Invites Public to Help Identify Priority Trail Maintenance Work

Executive Director Tim Young Attends the
National Bike Summit in D.C. and Meets with the
Wyoming Delegation

While Washington DC its a long way away, its our
nation's capital and extremely helpful to visit our
Delegation and keep up on federal issues,
opportunities and threats to biking, walking and trail
programs in Wyoming.

In March, Brian Schilling, the Teton County
Pathways Coordinator, and I attended the 18th annual National Bike Summit in DC. We were
able to visit with our U.S. Senators Mike Enzi and John Barrasso, and Congressman Liz Cheney,
all at the Wyoming Wednesday event, where each week the Delegation hosts an open house for
people from Wyoming visiting DC.

I told Congressman Liz Cheney, “we’re neighbors, I’m from Wilson”. We talked about the local
pathways, and Rep. Cheney said she and her kids rides bikes on the Wilson Centennial
Pathway in their neighborhood, and that her kids “ride their bikes all the time on the pathway”. I
shared that I was the project leader for that pathway some years ago, and that Brian oversaw
building the new pathway bridge over the Snake River and pathway along WY-22 from Wilson to
Jackson.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/trailswork
mailto:chartman01@fs.fed.us
http://www.wyopath.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/USFS-Stewardship-Act-Press-Release-Rocky-Mtn-Region.pdf
http://www.wyopath.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/USFS-Stewardship-Act-Press-Release-Intermountain-Region.pdf
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Always good to see US Senator John Barrasso. We congratulated him on earning the
Chairman's job on the prestigious Environment and Public Works Committee. He’s the first
Senator ever from Wyoming to lead EPW. Among other duties, the EPW committee will write the
next transportation bill. I asked about the possible Trump Infrastructure Bill, said Wyoming
needs some good pathway projects on that list. Never know unless you ask right? Senator
Barrasso cautioned about where the money would come from, of course. But pathway
advocates around Wyoming should keep an eye on this, as some type of infrastructure bill
could happen by fall or next year, and Wyoming has good pathway projects to include.

Read the full article on the Wyoming Pathways website:

http://www.wyopath.org/executive-director-tim-young-attends-national-bike-summit-meets-
wyoming-delegation-d-c/ 

Wyoming Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force
Update 

The Wyoming Legislature approved a bill in 2016
that created the Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force.
The bill had strong legislative and public support
from around Wyoming, passing with a 2/3's majority.
Governor Matt Mead appointed the 13 members last
summer, and the group has been meeting by phone
conference and in person over the past 8 months.

The Task Force is charged with developing a report to help local communities and state
agencies, including WYDOT, State Parks, Health, Tourism, and the Business Council, to all
better understand the opportunities and challenges of bicycle and pedestrian pathways and
natural surface trails.

To assist in preparing the report, the Task Force is in the process of selecting a qualified
consultant to help draft the report. Members of the Task Force have chipped in funding as
feasible to support the cost of these services, including $5,000 pledged by Wyoming Pathways.
The contract is expected to be let later this month, and draft materials will be available to the
public on the Wyoming Business Council webpage that has been created to help the planning
effort.

Read the full article on the Wyoming Pathways website: 

http://www.wyopath.org/wyoming-bicycle-and-pedestrian-system-task-force-update

Learn more about the Bicycle And Pedestrian System Task Force on their web page on the
Wyoming Business Council website:

http://wyomingbusiness.org/bicycle

Wyoming Outdoor Recreation Task Force Update

Wyoming Pathways Board Member Melanie Arnett attended the third Wyoming Outdoor
Recreation Task Force meeting that took place March 8-10 in Cody, WY.  The focus of the
meeting was to draft recommendations for the sub-themes relating to the important topics of
public lands and access.  Melanie, the Non-motorized Recreation representative, solicited input
on these topics since the last meeting to relay to the Task Force.

Day one of the meeting included numerous presentations from various land management
agencies, including the United States Forest Service (USFS), Bureau of Land Management

http://www.wyopath.org/executive-director-tim-young-attends-national-bike-summit-meets-wyoming-delegation-d-c/
http://www.wyopath.org/wyoming-bicycle-and-pedestrian-system-task-force-update
http://wyomingbusiness.org/bicycle
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(BLM), Wyoming Office of State Lands and Investments
(OSLI) and the National Parks Service (NPS).  Following
these, John Tanaka of the University of Wyoming did a
presentation entitled “Working with Private Landowners”.
 The group then received updates from the Business and
Lands and Education sub-committees and concluded the
day with breakout sessions on recreational access and
strategies to reduce barriers.

Read the full article on the Wyoming Pathways website:

http://www.wyopath.org/wyoming-outdoor-recreation-task-
force-update

Construction
Begins at
Cody's Beck

Lake Bike Park

On April 3rd, the Park County Pedalers began work
on the Beck Lake Bike Park, the next phase of the
Beck Lake Bike Park and Trails project, a joint
venture between the Park County Pedalers, City of
Cody, Bureau of Land Management (BLM),
Shoshone Recreation District and the State of Wyoming Recreational Trails Program.  

Per John Gallagher, PCP President and Wyoming
Pathways board member, "With an abundance of
natural moisture in the soil, Flowride Concepts is off
to a blazing start on the park. They are currently
building an access road for moving the thousands of
yards of dirt delivered to the top of the dam. The
pump track is the first order of business. As foreman
Ward says, "it's going to get ugly before it gets
pretty!" Remember this is an active construction
zone. Please keep out until we officially open. It
won't be long at at all."

You can learn more about the project on the Park County Pedalers website:

http://www.parkcountypedalers.org/beck-lake-bike-park-and-trails.html

http://www.parkcountypedalers.org/news/beck-lake-bike-park-construction-is-underway

Recreation remains big business for Wyoming

Making play pay is the goal of Gov. Matt Mead’s recently created advisory committee on
outdoor recreation.

Seeking new streams of revenue in a time of tight budgets, in late October Mead appointed a
Wyoming Outdoor Recreation Task Force and the 29-member group met in Cody for three days
last week.

This was the third of five meetings around the state for the committee that is tasked with
providing recommendations to the governor by summer which can boost an already-thriving

http://www.wyopath.org/wyoming-outdoor-recreation-task-force-update
http://www.parkcountypedalers.org/beck-lake-bike-park-and-trails.html
http://www.parkcountypedalers.org/news/beck-lake-bike-park-construction-is-underway
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industry.

The working premise is that enticing in-state and
out-of-state t

ourists to take advantage of Wyoming’s natural
beauty, mountains, waterways, wildlife, fisheries and
proximity to Yellowstone National Park can produce
business gains.

“Don’t look for why we can’t do something, look for
a way we can,” was a recommendation from Cody’s
Bob Richard during a public open session tucked
into the lengthy hearings.

Richard and his family have long guided scenic trips in the region and into Yellowstone.
Although the Park is mostly within Wyoming’s borders he believes the state lags in promoting
gateway cities.

“Montana is promoting Yellowstone as if it is theirs,” Richard said.

Outdoor recreation, whether hunting, fishing, hiking, wildlife viewing or another pursuit, already
is big business in Wyoming.

Outdoor Industry Trade Association statistics – while somewhat dated – indicate outdoor
recreation’s impact on the Cowboy state is huge.

Key numbers include $4.5 billion in consumer spending, and $1.4 billion in wages stemming
from 50,000 jobs.

Mead asked for input on how to grow those numbers at a time when energy revenue has
declined.

Read the full article on the Cody Enterprise website:

http://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_fbfcd42c-0829-11e7-be0c-
dbbb53d180d7.html

Wilderness Act change would allow bikes 
by Kelsey Dayton | MARCH 24, 2017

A recently proposed amendment to the 1964
Wilderness Act would allow mountain bikes — as
well as game carts, strollers and wheelbarrows — in
designated wilderness. The proposed legislation has
reignited the debate about the original intent of the
Wilderness Act, what wilderness means and if bikes
belong in it.

House Resolution 1349 would amend the Wilderness Act so it couldn’t exclude bicycles,
strollers, wheelbarrows, survey wheels, game carts and wheelchairs in wilderness areas.
(Wheelchairs are already allowed under the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act.) The bill was
introduced by Rep. Tom McClintock (R-California) on March 2 and referred to the House Natural
Resources Subcommittee on Federal Lands, which McClintock chairs and on which Wyoming’s
Rep. Liz Cheney sits. Cheney’s office did not return phone calls or respond to emails for this
story.

http://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_fbfcd42c-0829-11e7-be0c-dbbb53d180d7.html
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Read the full article on the Wyofile website:

http://www.wyofile.com/column/legislation-allow-bikes-wilderness/

Case: To stay fit, try the trails

Do you know that experts recommend at
least two and a half hours a week of
moderate activity to stay healthy?

Walking is one of the easiest ways to get
your activity in because it doesn’t require
special equipment or athletic skills. In

addition, it will give you a host of health benefits, including lower blood pressure, improved
mood, increased metabolism, decreased cholesterol and a lower risk of heart disease and other
preventable illnesses. You will get even more benefits by walking at a brisk pace that puts you
into the moderate intensity exercise zone.

The first thing you need to do is find a place to walk. There’s something about walking outside
that just makes you feel good. You feel more alive, energetic and optimistic — and more
committed to walking every day. Plus, when you walk outside you’ll burn a few extra calories.
This is due to wind resistance (one of the benefits of living in a windy state!) and going up and
down slopes.

Read the full article on the Casper Star Tribune website:

http://trib.com/lifestyles/recreation/case-to-stay-fit-try-the-trails/article_6b0aa85f-556f-5038-
a0fb-a26f3ac64e31.html

UW Men Three-Peat as National Nordic Team
Champions

A perfect finish for a perfect week.

That’s what the University of Wyoming men’s Nordic
ski team accomplished Saturday afternoon, winning
a third straight United States Collegiate Ski and
Snowboard Association (USCSA) national
championship.

The Cowboys dominated the USCSA
championships from start to finish during their
historic run at the competition at Mount Bachelor, Ore.

“Our men have completed the perfect trifecta,” says UW co-head Coach Christi Boggs.

The win marked the seventh for the UW men’s program, while the Cowgirls have won six
national titles in Boggs’ and co-head Coach Rachel Watson’s 18 years leading the university’s
program.

UW’s men won each of the four styles of Nordic skiing in posting a team-low 40 points, to
outdistance runner-up Western State Colorado University (Gunnison, Colo.) by 54 points. Third
went to Clarkson College (Postdam, N.Y.), which scored 138 points.

The Pokes finished the week strong with a commanding lead in the final team sprint relay over
second-place Western State with a time of 33:04.4, while the team’s conference rival posted a
time of 33:49.6. Third place went to Clarkson College with a time of 33:50.1.

http://www.wyofile.com/column/legislation-allow-bikes-wilderness/
http://trib.com/lifestyles/recreation/case-to-stay-fit-try-the-trails/article_6b0aa85f-556f-5038-a0fb-a26f3ac64e31.html


1/3/2019 040517 Wyoming Pathways Newsletter - HTML Content

https://www2.myngp.com/EmailMessage/EmailContent?emailMessageContentId=53595&externalSourceId=-1 7/8

Read the full article on the University of Wyoming website:

http://www.uwyo.edu/uw/news/2017/03/uw-men-three-peat-as-national-nordic-team-
champions.html

USCSA National Championships at Mt. Bachelor

Men’s Nordic Final Results:

http://raceresults.uscsa.com/view/index.html#/2017/National Championships/Nordic Men

Women’s Nordic Final Results:

http://raceresults.uscsa.com/view/index.html#/2017/National Championships/Nordic Ladies

Trek Travel Adds Summer 2017 Yellowstone and
Grand Tetons Cycling Trip

National park vacations to Wyoming continue to
grow in popularity. Responding to the demand to
see more national parks from the seat of a bicycle,
Trek Travel, a leader in bicycling vacations, has
added Yellowstone and Grand Tetons to its roster of
national park offerings. This destination will be their
sixth trip within a national park.

The new six-day, five-night trip debuts on June 25th and is offered on eight dates throughout
the summer months. In addition to bicycling, the trip features whitewater rafting on the Snake
River, an animal viewing safari in Yellowstone National Park led by a naturalist, a geyser walk at
Old Faithful and a visit to the Grand Canyon of Yellowstone with its majestic Upper and Lower
Falls.

“This itinerary highlights the iconic features found in Yellowstone and the Grand Tetons,” said
Trek Travel President Tania Burke. “In the past year the response to our national park trips has
been outstanding and we are delighted to create a new itinerary featuring the best cycling
routes in one of our country’s most beloved parks.”

Read the full article on the PR Web website:

http://www.prweb.com/releases/trek-travel-bike-tours/yellowstone-tetons/prweb14117750.htm

What's Happening with our Partners - Some of our partner organizations have recently
released newsletters/articles that may be of interest to you as well:

Friends of Pathways - Blog 
IMBA - Blog 
NCBW - Newsletter Archive  
People For Bikes - Blog 
Platte River Trails - Website 
Mountain Bike the Tetons - Website, Facebook, Newsletter Archive  
Rails to Trails Conservancy - Blog 
Sheridan Community Land Trust - Website, Newsletters 
Safe Routes to School - Newsletter Archive, Blog  
WY Public Lands Initiative - Newsletter Archive

http://www.uwyo.edu/uw/news/2017/03/uw-men-three-peat-as-national-nordic-team-champions.html
http://raceresults.uscsa.com/view/index.html#/2017/National%20Championships/Nordic%20Men
http://raceresults.uscsa.com/view/index.html#/2017/National%20Championships/Nordic%20Ladies
http://www.prweb.com/releases/trek-travel-bike-tours/yellowstone-tetons/prweb14117750.htm
http://www.friendsofpathways.org/blog/
https://www.imba.com/blog
http://www.bikewalk.org/newsletterarchives.php
http://www.peopleforbikes.org/blog/
http://www.platterivertrails.com/
http://www.mountainbiketetons.org/
http://www.facebook.com/MountainBikeTetons
http://us7.campaign-archive2.com/home/?u=32f4d9e7a6d4f7f31945109fc&id=783e6bf783
http://www.railstotrails.org/trailblog/
https://sheridanclt.org/
https://sheridanclt.org/newsletters/
http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/home/?u=88edfd25ae92304f5d305736c&id=676ef333b8
http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/blog
http://us12.campaign-archive1.com/home/?u=affdc435bbbe8fe6c81e7c1bb&id=3665ce6b3b
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We hope that you find this information useful and will take action to make Wyoming a better and
safer place to bike and walk.  If you have any suggestions for improvement, please be sure
to contact us and please also consider becoming a Wyoming Pathways member or partner.

 

Sincerely,

Tim Young 
Executive Director 
Wyoming Pathways

Connect with Us

    

Wyoming Pathways 
PO Box 153 

Wilson, WY 83014 
www.wyopath.org

Please consider forwarding this to a friend: {{ForwardToAFriendLink}}

If you believe that you received this message in error or no longer wish to receive Wyoming
Pathways message, you can unsubscribe by clicking this link: {{UnsubscribeLink}}
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