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Support
Wyoming
Pathways!

Become a
Member or

Partner Now!

Dear Supporter,

With the arrival of Fall, we want to catch-up with all of our wonderful 
supporters and let you know what we have been doing on your behalf to 
support biking and waking in the Cowboy State.

The Spring and Summer of 2018 was a busy time for Wyoming 
Pathways, as we co-hosted the 2018 edition of the Wyoming Bike Walk 
Trails Summit (WBWTS) in Jackson in May and managed two major trail 
projects in Lander and Laramie.

Judging by the feedback we have gotten, all three projects were 
successes, raising awareness about the economic and health benefits of 
people-powered transportation and recreation to a statewide audience 
and adding and improving trails on our public lands.  Read on to learn 
more about these and other projects that Wyoming Pathways is 
supporting, like the Greater Yellowstone Trail and the Pilot Hill Project, 
and what we have in store going forward.

Also on the horizon is newly proposed bill to implement a Wyoming trail
user fee.  We have provided an in-depth analysis of the pros and cons of
such a fee below.  We will keep you posted on the progress of the bill and once it is more
defined, we will provide a way for you to comment on it.  All things considered, the future of
people-powered transportation and recreation in Wyoming is looking bright!

Greater Yellowstone Trail - New Connections Underway

The 180-mile Greater Yellowstone Trail (GYT) connects
Jackson Hole Wyoming with West Yellowstone Montana
via sections of the old Yellowstone Rail Line, going
through Victor, Driggs, Tetonia, Ashton, and Island Park.
Several additions are underway along this amazing
bicycle and walking route that connects two National
Parks with pathways, back roads, and rail trail sections
through three states and three National Forests. 

The vision for this regional trail developed from a 2015
planning effort Wyoming Pathways lead with local and
regional partners. The communities along the route developed a Concept Plan for the
GYT that includes maps of the proposed route, descriptions of the existing trails and pathways,
and it prioritized projects needed to complete the GYT, with implementation steps to get there.

That Concept Plan has proved valuable in focusing the collective energy of the partners, and
has resulted in funding for several major new pathway projects underway that will add new
sections to the GTY regional trail adventure...

https://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
http://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/
http://www.wyopath.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/GYT-ConceptPlanScreen.pdf
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Read the full story on the Wyoming Pathways website.

Summer Love for Lander Sinks Canyon and Pole Mountain Trails and What's Next

This past summer was a busy one for Wyoming Pathways,
as our focus shifted to trails. Following on the heels of a
successful Wyoming Bike Walk Trails Summit in Jackson in
May, we began looking ahead to two major trail building and
maintenance projects in Lander and Laramie.  Known as the
“Lander Sinks Canyon Brewer’s Trail Extension Project” and
the “Pole Mountain Trail Project Phase 2”, the projects were
initiated and managed by Wyoming Pathways, who also
procured the bulk of the funding.  The projects brought
together the resources of various groups and the local
communities to invest a combined value of over $200,000 in
our public lands and greatly improve the trails near Lander
and Laramie.

The Lander project, with a goal of completing a four mile
extension of the “Brewer’s Trail” in Sinks Canyon, was done in partnership with the Shoshone
National Forest, Lander Cycling, the Wyoming Conservation Corps (WCC) and professional trail
builder Adam Buck and his company Pathfinder Trail Builders, with additional support coming
from the Lander community.

The Pole Mountain project, with a goal of continuing
the much-needed maintenance begun in Phase 1 of
the project, was done in partnership with the
Medicine Bow National Forest, the WCC, and
Laramie’s new trail advocacy group, Common
Outdoor Ground (COG).  Once again, the Laramie
community stepped up to support the project as
well...

 
Read the full story on the Wyoming Pathways website.

WY Legislature Considers Recreational Trail Fee Bill

The Wyoming State Legislature is
considering new a bill that would create the
nation's first non-motorized trail user fee. If
enacted, the funds generated from the
proposed $10 annual fee would go into a
dedicated account to be used to support the
maintenance and construction of non-
motorized trails in Wyoming.

As currently proposed, the $10 fee would
apply to all adult non-motorized trail users,
so walkers, hikers, runners, mountain bikers, equestrians, snowshoers, XC skiers, fat bikers,
and wheelchair users would all be required to pay the fee to use any “Enrolled Trail”. Its a user-
based system, so one pass would cover one person for any type of trail use. The public land
agencies would each decide what trails were Enrolled Trails, and that could include nearly all

https://www.wyopath.org/greater-yellowstone-trail-new-connections-underway/
https://www.wyopath.org/summer-love-for-lander-sinks-canyon-and-laramie-pole-mountain-trails-and-whats-next
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Forest Service and BLM trail systems in Wyoming. The concept of “enrolled trails” is similar to
the one used for snowmobile and ATV trails, where a trail sticker is required.

The Joint Travel Recreation Wildlife Cultural Resources (TRW) committee started discussion on
the draft bill [https://www.wyoleg.gov/InterimCommittee/2018/06-2018083019LSO-
0081v0.4.pdf} at their meeting the end of August. While there was interest in the concept, so
many questions were raised by the Committee members and the public that the discussion was
tabled and a sub-committee formed to try to address the questions and concerns. The TRW
Committee intends to pick up discussion of the bill at their next meeting November 8-9 in
Cheyenne...

Read the full story on the Wyoming Pathways website.

The Pilot Hill Project - Laramie's Community-Driven
Land Conservation Effort

By Melanie Arnett, 
Pilot Hill Project Coordinator 
and Wyoming Pathways Board Member

The Pilot Hill Project in SE Wyoming was initiated in the
fall of 2017 when a private landowner offered Albany
County an opportunity to purchase 5,500 acres of land
connecting the City of Laramie to the Pole Mountain
area under the condition that the land be managed in a
manner consistent with a county or state park. Albany
County was given one year to raise the funds, but due to
the overwhelming support and progress over the past
year, the purchase option has been extended to March
19, 2019.

Lacking funds to make the purchase in the fall of 2017,
the Albany County Commissioners assembled an
impressive group to oversee community fundraising
efforts: Senator Chris Rothfuss; Justice Marilyn Kite, UW
Trustee Kermit Brown, Commissioner Terri Jones,
Representative Bill Haley, Conservation District Director

Tony Hoch, City Councilman Bryan Shuster, and Christie Roberts, a local engineer. This
"Oversight Committee" engaged dozens of volunteers to participate on committees tasked with
public relations, land management, and fundraising for the project. Wyoming Pathways board
member, Melanie Arnett, was hired as the Project Coordinator in January 2018. Sarah Brown
Mathews was engaged as a Development Consultant in May 2018...

Read the full story on the Wyoming Pathways website.

The Wyoming Bike Walk Trails Summit - 2018 and Beyond

This past May, Wyoming Pathways partnered with traditional partner, Platte River Trails and new
partner, Friends of Pathways to hold the third Wyoming Bike Walk Trails Summit in the town of
Jackson.  Each iteration of the event, first held in 2013, has grown, becoming a must-attend
event for Wyomings transportation, planning and recreation professionals, biking, walking and
outdoor recreation advocates and enthusiasts and anyone interested in increasing cycling and
walking in the state.  The 2018 Summit was no different, with attendees from all of these groups

https://www.wyoleg.gov/InterimCommittee/2018/06-2018083019LSO-0081v0.4.pdf
https://www.wyopath.org/wy-legislature-considers-recreational-trail-fee-bill/
http://pilothill.org/
http://www.laramieboomerang.com/news/local_news/pilot-hill-purchase-agreement-gets-extension/article_1b2cc7fa-853b-53f6-b4e8-a38fa3e7de0a.html
https://www.wyopath.org/the-pilot-hill-project-laramies-community-driven-land-conservation-effort/
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and from all around the state.  As we look forward to the next Summit, we are seeking your
input to make it even more relevant, impactful and just plain fun to attend.

2018 Summit Recap

With a theme of "Pathways to Prosperous Communities", the
2018 Summit brought together a world-class group of
presenters to engage attendees and provide them with the
knowledge and tools make their communities better places to
live through biking and walking.  From Keynote Speaker Dan
Burden, world renowned urbanist, to key presenters Johan
Diepens of Dutch firm, MobyCon, Joe Gilpin of Alta Planning
and Clark Anderson of Community Builders, the Summit
provided a varied group of experts to learn from...

Read the full story on the Wyoming Pathways website.

...and some interesting stories from around the state:

Wyoming law keeps e-bikes in a gray area

E-bikes’ rising popularity has led 28 states to regulate their use, but Wyoming is not one of
them, leaving a gray area for towns and counties to navigate while determining how best to
handle the trendy form of transportation...

Read the full story on the Jackson Hole News and Guide website

Highway 22 pathway plan up for discussion at open

County engineers are asking the public to weigh in on a pathway that would connect downtown
Wilson to the Snake River...

Read the full story on the Jackson Hole News and Guide website

Five Rail-Trails in America’s National Parks

Greater Yellowstone Trail (Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks, Idaho, Wyoming and
Montana)

Although this trail is still under development, we thought it was too epic to leave out of this list.
Upon completion, the Greater Yellowstone Trail will span 180 miles through five national forests
and three national wildlife refuges to connect two of the most legendary national parks in
America: Yellowstone and Grand Teton. Wow, right?!

Read the full story on the Rails to Trails website

Riding The Tetons: Grand Targhee Resort - Wyoming

A few weeks ago, I thought of Grand Targhee as the stepchild to the extravagant Jackson Hole
just on the other side of the Tetons. Driving through Jackson you feel the hustle and bustle of a
crazy resort town, full of tourists from all over the world checking out the mountains. Just on the
other side of Teton pass, however, lays a hidden gem...

Read the full story on the Pinkbike website

Congratulations to Platte River Trails for Being Named Business of the Year

http://goo.gl/forms/WylVU0JJYX9JsPYQ2
https://www.wyopath.org/the-wyoming-bike-walk-trails-summit-2018-and-beyond/
https://www.jhnewsandguide.com/news/town_county/article_092cca80-60cf-5218-9cd0-68c1622c597e.html
https://www.jhnewsandguide.com/jackson_hole_daily/local/article_b89af2e5-4c6b-5990-97b5-2c21bb7c173e.html
https://www.railstotrails.org/trailblog/2016/august/11/five-rail-trails-in-america-s-national-parks/
https://www.pinkbike.com/news/riding-the-tetons-grand-targhee-resort-wyoming.html
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The Platte River Trails organization was honored to be named 2018 Business of the Year by the
Casper Board of Realtors at their Annual Meeting on August 22nd.
Dennis Baker of Broker One Real Estate nominated the PRT for this
prestigious award for the great work the all volunteer PRT Board has
done for the community and especially for the North Platte River Corridor.
Dennis says he, and other realtors, include the PRT map in relocation
packets and is certain that our community trails are a positive draw for
people considering relocating to Casper. The PRTT Board and staff are
honored by this award.

To learn more about Platte River Trails, please visit their website.

What's Happening with our Partners - Some of our partner organizations have recently
released newsletters/articles that may be of interest to you as well:

Common Outdoor Ground - Website 
Friends of Pathways - Blog 
IMBA - Press 
Keep It Public, Wyoming - Website 
Mountain Bike the Tetons - Website, Facebook, Newsletter Archive  
NCBW - Newsletter Archive  
People For Bikes - Blog 
Platte River Trails - Website 
Rails to Trails Conservancy - Blog 
Safe Routes to School - Newsletter Archive, Blog  
Sheridan Community Land Trust - Website, Newsletters 
WY Public Lands Initiative - Newsletter Archive

We hope that you find this information useful and will take action to make Wyoming a better and
safer place to bike and walk.  If you have any suggestions for improvement, please be sure
to contact us and please also consider becoming a Wyoming Pathways member or partner.

Sincerely,

Tim Young 
Executive Director 
Wyoming Pathways

Connect with Us

    

Wyoming Pathways 
PO Box 153 

Wilson, WY 83014 
www.wyopath.org

Please consider forwarding this to a friend: {{ForwardToAFriendLink}}

If you believe that you received this message in error or no longer wish to receive Wyoming
Pathways message, you can unsubscribe by clicking this link: {{UnsubscribeLink}}
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