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Support
Wyoming
Pathways!

Become a
Member or

Partner Now!

Dear Supporter,

As we head toward the Thanksgiving holiday this week, we at Wyoming 
Pathways wanted to take a moment to thank you for all of the support 
you have provided for our organization and for biking and walking in 
Wyoming.  As a non-profit organization, we can only function because of 
that support and we are truly thankful for it.  We hope that you will 
continue to support us and help spread the word to others about 
Wyoming Pathways and important work we are doing to help our 
communities and make Wyoming a better and healthier place to live.

Giving Thanks, Giving Tuesday and
Our Fall Membership Drive

Wishing everyone happy Thanksgiving
week, where we celebrate that great American holiday, Pre-Black-Friday
Day!  Well, sometimes it seems like that, but we really do want to wish all
of our supporters a Happy Thanksgiving and tell you how thankful we are
for you.  We cannot do what we do for Wyoming biking and walking
without your help.

We also wanted to remind you all that Wyoming Pathways is currently holding its Fall
Membership Drive and in conjunction with that, will be participating in Giving Tuesday on
November 27th.  We always need to raise the funds necessary to keep the organization moving
forward, but this year, for Giving Tuesday, we are looking to raise additional funds to enable us
to apply for a matching grant from the National Forest Foundation to further our work at Pole
Mountain.

We hope that you eat yourselves as silly as you want and avoid family arguments on
Thanksgiving, survive Black Friday and Cyber Monday with your bank accounts intact and can
find it in your hearts to make a donation to Wyoming Pathways on Giving Tuesday.  If you want
to support Wyoming Pathways in a general way, you can do so here:
https://www.wyopath.org/become-a-wyoming-pathways-member-or-partner/.  If you want to
provide support directly to the Pole Mountain Trails Project, you can do so here:
https://www.wyopath.org/our-work/pathways-projects/pole-mountain-trail-project/.

NICA High School Mountain Bike Racing in Wyoming - Success and Growth Lead to
Thoughts of "A League of Their Own"

by Cindy Dywan and Caroline Esch

2018 SEASON RECAP

With mountain bike teams in Casper, Cheyenne, and Laramie, it is common to come across high
school riders out on the trails in Southeast Wyoming.  If you were to stop one of these riders and
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Laramie’s 7220 Racing High School MTB Racing Team

ask them about their experience on their
team they would use words like fun,
exciting, challenging, freedom,
responsibility, friendships.  Each of the
Wyoming teams is a 501c3 that relies on
support from their communities to make
each season possible.  Casper, Cheyenne,
and Laramie teams compete along with
teams from Colorado and New Mexico in
the Colorado National Interscholastic
Cycling Association (NICA) League. There
are four regular season races that all riders
can compete in and a State Championship
that is by invitation only.

Read the full story on the Wyoming Pathways website: 
https://www.wyopath.org/nica-high-school-mountain-bike-racing-in-wyoming/

Trail User Fee Bill Update

In our previous newsletter, we told you about the new trail user fee that
was proposed in the Wyoming Travel, Recreation, Wildlife & Cultural
Resources Committee. We provided an analysis
(https://www.wyopath.org/wy-legislature-considers-recreational-trail-
fee-bill/) about why, with some improvements, a bill that would create
such a system could be a good thing for Wyoming trails.  After we wrote
our analysis, the bill was modified to be a voluntary program for the first three years, with a
requirement to conduct more public outreach and study the fee concept further.

Unfortunately, at the most recent meeting of the TRW Committee in Cheyenne on November
9th, the Committee voted to table the bill. Its uncertain what the incoming new TRW Committee
members may elect to do in next year. The Committee will have significant turn over in 2019, as
several members are not returning to the legislature including the two chairmen.

As supporters of the concept of a sensible trail use fee, especially one that would be voluntary
during a three-year assessment period, we were sad to see the bill tabled.  There are compelling
reasons to have a trail user fee, as we detailed in the story referenced above, and it's possible
similar legislation may appear in the future. Wyoming Pathways will keep you advised, should
that happen. One thing is for certain - communities and trail user groups all around the state
want more and better trails. They see a connection between great trails and a more vibrant
economy and a healthier place to live. We believe that improving Wyoming's trail programs for
active recreation on public lands will provide a significant return on investment with quality of
life, economic, and public health benefits.

Belvoir Ranch - Untapped Potential for Outdoor Recreation in Southeast Wyoming 

Did you know that just west of the City of Cheyenne, there is a nearly 19,000 acre piece of land,
owned by the City that has the potential be be an outdoor recreation destination for the region
with a hundred-plus miles of trails?  Well, there is and it is called Belvoir Ranch/Big Hole.  The
land was originally purchased in 2003-2005 by the City of Cheyenne and funded by the City of
Cheyenne Board of Public Utilities (BOPU) to expand to City's water supply, and by the
Department of Public Works for a possible landfill site.  A working cattle ranch since 1874, the
property was also seen as having recreation and green energy development potential.  Although
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outdoor recreation development is just a
component of the area's potential, we see it a
very important one that could positively
impact the region, both economically and in
terms of livability.  A world-class trail system
within easy reach of Cheyenne would be a
magnet for tourism, as well as providing easily
accessible outdoor recreation opportunities to
the local community.

Read the full story on the Wyoming
Pathways website: 
https://www.wyopath.org/belvoir-ranch-
untapped-potential-for-outdoor-recreation-in-southeast-wyoming/

...and some interesting items from around the state:

Wyoming Main Street - Assisting Wyoming
Communities to Revitalize 
Their Downtowns

The Wyoming Business Council is a great
resource for Wyoming Communities. They
were instrumental in the development and distribution of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force
Report and have been very helpful in Wyoming Pathways' advocacy efforts to improve
Wyoming communities.  We wanted to highlight one area on their website that deals with the
revitalization of downtowns, including improving walkability and bikeability.  This was a major
focus of our Wyoming Bike Walk Trails Summit in Jackson, this past May
(https://www.wyopath.org/2018-wyoming-bike-walk-trails-summit/).  If you want to learn more
about the subject and how the WBC can assist your community to become more walking and
biking friendly, please read on...

-----------------------------

Wyoming Main Street is a Main Street America coordinating program that promotes and
manages the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Main Street program for the state of
Wyoming.

Wyoming Main Street’s purpose is to assist Wyoming communities of various sizes and
resource levels with downtown revitalization efforts.

Wyoming Main Street is a program of the Wyoming Business Council.

Wyoming Main Street is not a grant program; it offers technical assistance to communities
interested in revitalizing their historic downtowns and helps coordinate efforts to work with the
Business Council’s Business Ready Community grant and loan program to provide publicly
owned infrastructure for downtown business development and quality-of-life projects.

Read more about Wyoming Main Street on the Wyoming Business Council Website: 
http://www.wyomingbusiness.org/mainstreet

From Beginner to Advanced: The Best Running Trails in Jackson, WY

 By Andy Cochrane
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Jackson has a reputation for pushing the bar
(one that it rightly deserves). Seemingly
everyone in the community pursues at least a
few outdoor activities, feverishly. Fly fishing,
whitewater paddling, steep skiing, and
technical mountaineering … just to name a
few. It's not terribly surprising, either. Located
between the Tetons and Yellowstone, in a
county that is 80 percent public land, the
options for are nearly endless.

As an avid trail runner, I’ve always had Jackson on my list. Iconic trails through Grand Teton
National Park, steep climbs up the local ski hill Snow King, and tons of mixed-used single track
just outside of town.

It's got something for everyone. I decided to visit this fall and explore as much as I could of the
extensive trail network. A lucky weather window and some sound advice from local friends
made it one of the best trips in a long time. Here are a few of my favorites from our time in and
around Jackson, Wyoming.

Read the full story on the Adevnture Sports Network website: 
https://www.adventuresportsnetwork.com/outdoor/running/best-running-trails-jackson-
wyoming/

Exploring Fossil Butte: Hitting the trails on
National Fossil Day

By: Michelle Tibbetts, Gazette Reporter

The two maintained hiking trails at Fossil
Butte National Monument take visitors
through aspen groves and stunning views of
the landscape surrounding the butte.

Saturday, Oct. 13, was National Fossil Day,
and the crew at Fossil Butte National
Monument celebrated with many visitors as they shared their fossil knowledge and discoveries
in the visitors center outside of Kemmerer. Visitors learned how to clean and prepare a fossil
once it is removed from a quarry.

But there is much to explore at Fossil Butte beyond the visitors center. The national monument
offers two short, maintained hiking trails that provide explorers with an outdoor adventure the
whole family can enjoy.

The Nature Trail is a 1.5-mile loop with a 300-foot gain in elevation, and the Historic Quarry Trail
is a 2.5-mile loop with a 600-foot gain in elevation. Both trails are free to use and are well
marked.

Read the full story on the Kemmerer Gazette website: 
https://kemmerergazette.com/article/exploring-fossil-butte-hitting-the-trails-on-national-fossil-
day

What's Happening with our Partners - Some of our partner organizations have recently
released newsletters/articles that may be of interest to you as well:

https://www.adventuresportsnetwork.com/outdoor/running/best-running-trails-jackson-wyoming/
https://kemmerergazette.com/article/exploring-fossil-butte-hitting-the-trails-on-national-fossil-day


1/3/2019 11518 Wyoming Pathways Newsletter - HTML Content

https://www2.myngp.com/EmailMessage/EmailContent?emailMessageContentId=79646&externalSourceId=-1 5/5

Common Outdoor Ground - Website 
Friends of Pathways - Blog 
IMBA - Press 
Keep It Public, Wyoming - Website 
Mountain Bike the Tetons - Website, Facebook, Newsletter Archive  
NCBW - Newsletter Archive  
People For Bikes - Blog 
Platte River Trails - Website 
Rails to Trails Conservancy - Blog 
Safe Routes to School - Newsletter Archive, Blog  
Sheridan Community Land Trust - Website, Newsletters 
WY Public Lands Initiative - Newsletter Archive

We hope that you find this information useful and will take action to make Wyoming a better and
safer place to bike and walk.  If you have any suggestions for improvement, please be sure
to contact us and please also consider becoming a Wyoming Pathways member or partner.

Sincerely,

Tim Young 
Executive Director 
Wyoming Pathways

Connect with Us

    

Wyoming Pathways 
PO Box 153 

Wilson, WY 83014 
www.wyopath.org

Please consider forwarding this to a friend: {{ForwardToAFriendLink}}

If you believe that you received this message in error or no longer wish to receive Wyoming
Pathways message, you can unsubscribe by clicking this link: {{UnsubscribeLink}}
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