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Summer Greetings
from Wyoming Pathways!

It’s hard to believe that 2019 is now half over…and so far, it has been an
eventful and productive year for Wyoming Pathways. With an active
legislative session, a visit to the National Bike Summit, a new Governor’s
office to meet, and two major events already “in the books”, we look
forward to keeping the momentum going for the rest of the year with new
trail projects starting, Wilson pathways advocacy, and there is still more
to be accomplished. 

Here are some of the highlights:

Wyoming Legislative Session

The 2019 Wyoming legislative session included one bill of significance to
Wyoming Pathways, legislation regarding the definition, classification
and regulation of e-bikes. 

While Wyoming Pathways didn’t initiate the
development of this legislation, we helped support it,
recognizing the importance of the legislation to assist
cities and towns in the management of the coming
wave of e-bikes.

PeopleForBikes and Cheyenne bike shop owner
Patrick Collins helped develop the legislation, which
was based upon similar legislation passed in other
states. The bill was ultimately passed, with minor
modifications, and was signed into law by Governor
Gordon.  You can view the new law
here: https://www.wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2019/SF0081

 

National Bike Summit in Washington DC

Once again, Executive Director Tim Young made the trek to Washington D.C. for the National
Bike Summit, hosted by the League of American Bicyclists, with speakers including Secretary of
Transportation Elaine Chao. The Summit offered the latest biking and walking news and
networking with leading bike organizations like the League of American Bicyclists, Rails to Trails,
PeopleForBikes, and Adventure Cycling, about ways to improve biking and walking in Wyoming.
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Tim also met with the Wyoming Delegation members
and their staffs to discuss ways that they can help
Wyoming reap the economic and health benefits of
biking and walking.  While there, Tim also presented
the Wyoming Bicycle and Pedestrian Report to U.S.
Senator John Barrasso and discussed the
recommendations for federal support in the next
federal transportation bill.  All in all, an informative and
productive trip.

 

Grand Teton National Park Pathways

We continue to push to complete the Grand Teton
National Park Pathways, and we’ve gotten traction in
Washington DC on a proposal to require the National
Park Service to set aside 5% of all NPS Federal
Transportation Funds (about $15m/year) for active
transportation facilities like bicycle and pedestrian
pathways.

Tim presented the idea to Sen. Barrasso in March, and he is considering it in the next
transportation bill underway. As Chairman of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public
Works (EPW), Barrasso is working on the next multi-year Transportation bill right now, so the
timing is good. He knows GTNP needs pressure to complete the pathways. The national bike
groups including PeopleForBikes, Rails to Trails, and League of American Bicyclists have all
endorsed the idea, and there is a marker bill being floated in the House. Wyoming Pathways will
continue to encourage this NPS 5% Active Transportation set-aside.

 

Red Grade Trail

Early in 2019, Wyoming Pathways helped the
Sheridan Community Land Trust to gather comments
for the next step in the development of the Red Grade
Trails. The Red Grade Trails are being built in
partnership with the Bighorn National Forest, the BLM
Buffalo Field Office, and WY Office of State Lands.
The project is a visionary plan to develop a front-
country trail system that will serve Sheridan and
surrounding communities with well-planned close-to-
home recreational options to get out for a hike, to mountain bike, or a horse ride. Wyoming
Pathways assisted in soliciting public comments in support of the project in the NEPA study.
The EA was finalized in May, with the finding that the project could move forward, a big win for
Sheridan and for improved trails in Wyoming.

 

Lander Community Trail Charrette

Following the success of 2018’s Upper Brewers Trail project, which completed a well-received
new 5-mile trail in Sinks Canyon on the Shoshone National Forest, Wyoming Pathways
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partnered with the University of Wyoming’s
Ruckelshaus Institute to host the Lander Community
Trail Charrette (LCTC) in May. Based upon the highly
successful model Wyoming Pathways developed for
Pole Mountain, the LCTC brought together land
managers and the Lander community to discuss trail
system issues, find common ground and determine
priorities for the future. By all accounts, the Charrette
was a resounding success and the recently released
LCTC Report will be a roadmap for future trail development and management for the Lander
region going forward. https://www.wyopath.org/lander-community-trail-charrette-report-
released/

 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Planning
and Design Best Practices Workshop

Once again demonstrating that with the right
combination of vision, determination and luck, a good
idea can become a great event, Wyoming Pathways’
Executive Director Tim Young was successful bringing
cutting-edge bicycle and pedestrian transportation
design training to Wyoming with the “Bicycle and
Pedestrian Transportation Planning and Design Best
Practices” workshop for 60 people in Laramie in June.

Securing financial support from the Federal Highways Administration and Wyoming Department
of Transportation (WYDOT) and partnering with the University of Wyoming’s Technology Transfer
Center (WYT2/LTAP), the event brought a team from leading transportation planning and design
firm, Toole Design, to Laramie to provide the training. The event was attended by Wyoming
Department of Transportation employees, along with engineers from various Wyoming cities and
towns, private consultants, and biking and walking advocates. The attendees gained knowledge
and tools to bring back to their workplaces and communities to help make Wyoming a better
and safer place to bike and walk. Feedback from attendees was universally positive, to the point
that additional trainings are being considered. You can learn more and view pictures from the
event on our website: https://www.wyopath.org/bicycle-and-pedestrian-transportation-training-
in-laramie-a-success/

 

Coalition for Recreational Trails Award

Wyoming Pathways' Pole Mountain Trail Project received a second national award, the Coalition
for Recreational Trails (CRT) “2019 Public-Private Partnerships Enhancing Public Lands Access
and Use” Achievement Award. The project has been a great success across the board and we
couldn’t be more pleased that it has received national recognition by the CRT.  This builds on
the success garnered by the 2017 version of the Pole Mountain Trail Project that won a CRT
Achievement Award for “2018 Youth Conservation/Service Corps and Community
Outreach”.  You can read more about the award on our website.
:https://www.wyopath.org/pole-mountain-trail-project-wins-coalition-for-recreational-trails-
achievement-award/
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Greater Yellowstone Trail

On long distance trails, Wyoming
Pathways continues to make
progress toward the vision of the
Greater Yellowstone Trail, a 180-
mile world-class regional bicycling
and walking trail connecting
Jackson Wyoming with West
Yellowstone Montana via eastern
Idaho. For next steps, final design
work is underway on a 2.3-mile pathway with a bridge and two highway underpasses on the
west side of Teton Pass between Wilson and Victor, investing $3.7 million in federal grants
Wyoming Pathways helped secure, and a partners meeting is planned.
https://www.wyopath.org/our-work/pathways-projects/greater-yellowstone-trail/

 

Great American Rail Trail

Wyoming Pathways is a lead partner in Wyoming with the
Rails to Trails Conservancy to help bring about their vision for
a cross-country bicycle route, the Great American Rail-Trail. A
substantial 500 miles of the trail is slated to run through
Wyoming and although in the early stages of development,
the preferred route has been defined. Wyoming Pathways is
helping to coordinate with cities, towns and rural areas where
the trail will run to see this section of the trail come to fruition.
Casper’s Platte River Trails is leading efforts to build the first
new 10-mile section, to connect from Casper east along the Platte River to a WY State Park.
https://www.wyopath.org/wyoming-an-important-piece-of-the-great-american-rail-trail/

 

Wyoming Pathways Board of Directors
Welcomes Jerimiah Rieman

The Wyoming Pathways Board of Directors is
functioning well and actively engaged in governance
and helping volunteer on select projects. We’re
pleased to report Jerimiah Rieman from Cheyenne just
joined the Board, and brings extensive experience in
state government. He is currently the Executive
Director of the Wyoming County Commissioner
Association, and most recently finished an eight-year
stint in the office of former Governor Matt Mead, holding positions including Director of
Economic Diversification and leading the ENDOW initiative. Jerimiah is also an avid mountain
biker and is writing a book about Wyoming’s mountain biking that’s due out this fall.
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What’s on the Plate for the Remainder of 2019

State Policy Advocacy

Wyoming Pathways is the only statewide advocacy voice
supporting bicycling and walking investments, such as
complete streets, pathways, and trails. One critical area of
our work is with Wyoming state government agencies like
WYDOT, State Parks, the Business Council and the Health
Department, which all have a role to play to improve our
quality of life and help build thriving active communities.

Executive Director Tim Young met with Wyoming
Governor Mark Gordon’s transportation and public lands
policy staff several times this year to discuss the role state
agencies have to support active transportation and
recreation needs in Wyoming. The Wyoming Bicycle and
Pedestrian System Report, completed for the Wyoming
Legislature last year, includes detailed recommendations
for 12 state agencies that collectively can significantly improve biking and walking in Wyoming. 

https://www.wyopath.org/wyoming-bicycle-pedestrian-system-task-force-report-released/

While Wyoming has experienced recent budget "crunches" that make funding new projects
more difficult, the Report offers many recommendations with little or no cost. In fact, many
recommendations fit Gordon’s incremental approach to economic development, and may be
among the best returns on investment the state can make. The WY Bicycle and Pedestrian
Report provides an excellent road map of recommendations. The Governor’s staff is open to a
discussion on what recommendations could be implemented with existing resources, and which
could be included in the next state budget. Wyoming Pathways will continue to be the advocate
for people-powered activities with these state agencies, Office of the Governor, and Legislature.

 

Pole Mountain Trail Project 2019

Late in 2018, Wyoming Pathways once again applied
for a Recreational Trails Program grant for the 2019
phase of the highly successful, award winning Pole
Mountain Trail Project. Unfortunately, this time, the
project did not receive a RTP grant, and while that
was a blow to the project, Wyoming Pathways was
able to secure a $25K grant from the National Forest
Foundation and additional funding from the US Forest
Service to continue the project. The grant, which requires matching funds, combined with USFS
and Wyoming Pathways contributions will ultimately provide almost $100K of investment that
will be applied to major reroutes of the popular Aspen Trail at Pole Mountain. Work will once
again be done by Adam Buck and Pathfinder Trail Builders, with assistance from the youth
Conservation Corps and is scheduled to begin in late summer. https://www.wyopath.org/our-
work/pathways-projects/pole-mountain-trail-project/
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Upper Brewer’s Trail Bridge Installation

Since its opening last year, the Upper Brewer’s Trail
has received nearly universal praise for its design and
implementation, as a fun and sustainable trail. The
one issue that was not addressed in the original
development was a water crossing over the Enterprise
Ditch, that when running high, is dangerous for trail
users to cross. The Shoshone NF recognized this
issue and allocated $40k of funds to build a bridge
there and asked Wyoming Pathways to organize and
manage the project for them. Wyoming Pathways has assessed bridge options and suppliers
and the bridge is scheduled to be delivered and installed later this summer. Installation will take
place before the end of the season, which will greatly improve the experience on the Upper
Brewer’s Trail.  Read more here: https://www.wyopath.org/our-work/pathways-projects/lander-
sinks-canyon-upper-brewers-trail-bridge-additions/

 

Togwotee Pass Continental Divide Trail Project

In late 2018, due to the success of the Upper Brewer's
Trail Project, Wyoming Pathways was invited by the
Shoshone National Forest to assist in a new project to
realign and improve a section of the epic 3,100-mile
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail (CDT). The
project is outside Dubois Wyoming, above Brooks
Lake. The CDT crosses the Shoshone and Bridger
Teton National Forests, who have worked together to develop a beautiful new alignment that will
run over the top of Togwotee Pass, instead of the old CDT that followed gravel roads. The new
trail will take advantage of the unparalleled scenic beauty of Togwotee Pass. Wyoming
Pathways recently helped the Shoshone Trails Coordinator to review and refine the trail
alignments in anticipation of beginning work on a 2.5-mile trail section in late August. The trail
project investment value is over $50k. https://www.wyopath.org/wyoming-pathways-invited-to-
help-with-continental-divide-trail-reroute/

 

Wilson WY Pathway and WY-22 Downtown
Corridor Study

Closer to Wyoming Pathways headquarters in Wilson
WY, we are helping advocate for improved biking and
walking along the busy state highway 22 in downtown
Wilson. Great progress to date, Wilson advocates
convinced Teton County to budget $675k to start
construction of a new 1-mile pathway along the south
side WY-22 from Wilson to the Snake River, with plans
for a highway underpass to connect to the Stilson Transit hub. Wilson also convinced WYDOT
and Teton County to partner on a $150k study of the downtown Wilson WY-22 corridor, which is
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under stress due to traffic increases. That planning work starts this fall, with pathway
construction either this fall or starting in spring.

 

In addition to these major projects, Wyoming
Pathways will be visible around the state, at various
biking and walking related events this summer, like the
Jurassic Classic in Lander, at public meetings and
other biking and walking related activities in Wyoming.

As part of our mission, we look for ways to support
Wyoming communities to become better, safer and
healthier places to live through biking and walking.  

That’s the highlights, we hope this helps you to better understand all that Wyoming Pathways
does around the State with the help of our supporters.  Together, we can make great things
happen for Wyoming!
 

Thank you sincerely for your support for Wyoming Pathways!. If you have any suggestions for
improvement, please be sure to contact us and please also consider becoming a Wyoming
Pathways member or partner.

Sincerely,

Tim Young
Executive Director
Wyoming Pathways
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